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In the recent past, I had the occasion to
peruse with interest a Media Communication
released to a Newspaper by a Prominent
Member of the Venerable Maha Sangha
embodying an expression of deep regret over
a current problem. The Principal theme of this
Communication was that there was a noticeable
diminution in the number of pilgrims and
devotees that congregated at the Sacred Shrines
in Anuradhapura and at Kirivehera, Kataragama
on the Poson Full Moon Festival Days which
occurred on the 8th and 9th of June this year
when compared with the crowds that normally
thronged these Sacred Shrines. The main reason
for this sad situation, according the surmise
of the Venerable Thera, was attributable to the
astrological premonitions that pronounced the
8th and 9th of June as inauspicious days and
cautioned the public against undertaking travel
out of their homes on these days. The Venerable
Thera had expressed his feelings of extreme
shock and dismay at this deplorable situation
that had occurred in this country which has a
majority of Buddhist population.

When a society begins to deteriorate, the first
symptom of such trend is the break-down of the
people’s spirit of self-determination. When any
society is subject to decline in its devotion to the
religion it, professes, it is tempted to get attracted
to other spiritual forces in the environment and
to repose faith in them.

It is distressing to notice that our country
had transformed itself into one with a majority
Buddhist population seeking solace and succor
from irrational mystic forces of the environment
at a magnitude unprecedented in the history of
our land.

All Television channels which inaugurate
their daily programmes with popular traditional
religious observances such as Pirith Chantings
and Dhamma admonitions accompanied by
invocations of Blessings follow them with
astrological Forecasts of Fates and Fortunes
of individuals emerging from planetary
constellations. Many individuals, irrespective of
whether they are adults getting ready to leave for
their regular employments or students preparing
to leave for their schools or housewives planning
to commence their household duties, after
listening to these astrological forecasts, initiate
their respective activities with confused minds.

Especially, week-end Newspapers publish
ancillary Supplements abounding with details of
astrological influences. It is no wonder that those
who repose inordinate faith in these astrological

«" Fditorial o~
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forebodings get distracted and even suffer from
psychological aberrations.

I have noticed from Newspapers that
Astrologers have computed auspicious times
for students not only for leaving their homes for
their examinations but also to suit the respective
subjects they appear for. This is no abnormal
occurrence. Even Political Leaders who regulate
the country’s administrative mechanism make it
a point to inaugurate their activities and fix dates
for elections in conformity with the Auspicious
Time schedules concocted by Astrologers.

Irrespective of whether the outcome is
either Victory or Defeat, Success or Failure the
Astrologers are adept in justifying their forecasts
with oracular dexterity.

Even in the midst of these aberrations in
society we remain True Buddhists steadfastly
committed to the correct observance of Buddhist
Tenets. Buddhist Scriptures clearly admonish
all Lay Devotees who are fortunate to be living
during the Period of Dispensation of a Buddha
to make a determined effort to attain at least the
First Stage of Sainthood as a “Stream Winner”
(Sotapanna) during present life itself. Those
Devotees who intelligently listen to Discourses
on Dhamma are aware that the strongest
obstacles to their realizing this aspiration are the
Fetters of Self View (Sakkaya Ditthi), Sceptic
Doubt (Vicikicca) and slavish addiction to Rites
and Ritual (Silabbata Paramasa) out of the Ten
Fetters (Samyojana) that operate as a formidable
obstacle to attaining Nibbana. Is there any Fetter
of Addiction to Rites and Ritual that acts as
an obstacle on the Buddhist path of Progress
to Nibbana than this tendency to be slavishly
addicted to these external mystic forces faithfully
believing that they would ensure their salvation.
This is a serious tragedy.

We are progressively becoming aware
that the Buddhist Community of Sri Lanka is
blessed with the presence of a galaxy of erudite
Bhikkhus who are engaged indefatigably in
the noble task of disseminating the genuine
and unadulterated Teachings of the Buddha
supplemented by regular Discussions on
Dhamma and also a multitude of Buddhist

youths dedicated to the task of acquiring an
enlightened grounding of the Noble Teaching.

This is a felicitous message for many of us
who have become Buddhist by the fortuity of
being born to Buddhist parents. We are hopeful
that this enlightened youth Community would
instill a positive perception to the enervated
Buddhist Society in the near future.

Siddhartha Bodisatva pursued his endeavour
to realize Supreme Enlightenment with relentless
effort and perseverance. He commenced
his spiritual endeavour by first mastering
all the religious ideologies promulgated by
contemporary Teachers. But none of them
possessed the requisite acumen to achieve the
Supreme goal of Nibbana. Having resolved
that he alone must strive to achieve this goal he
strove and accomplished the task successfully.
Having achieved His Goal Buddha lost no time
in proclaiming to the whole world the Four
Noble Truths he realized on Enlightenment for
the salvation and well-being of mankind. This
sublime Dhamma has survived intact through a
period of over 2600 years preserved originally
by oral tradition and subsequently by written
record, substantially retaining its pristine purity.
‘What is incumbent upon us today as adherents of
this Teaching is not simply to take Refuge in the
Buddha as a perfunctory temporal obligation but
to comprehend, in depth, the content and Spirit
of this Sacred Message of the Buddha.

Currently, one can observe that Dhamma
Discourses and Discussions are circulated
world-wide on a large scale through modern
channels such as Internet and similar Electronic
Devices. The user clientele of these media is also
increasing in number and space. It is heartening
to observe that the younger generations are
patronizing these channels with interest.

Our duty as true and genuine Buddhists is
to learn and understand, in its true dimensions,
the Teachings of Our Master, Lord Buddha
and make every effort to enter upon the Path
to Nibbana as early as possible utilizing in full
measure the rare opportunity, we have got, by
our birth in this Human Realm. Then we can feel
fully confident that this land of ours will flourish
in the world as a “Domain of Dhamma” in the
true sense of the term.

May the Blessings of Noble Triple Gem be
with AllL

Sunil S. Sirisena
Editor-in-Chief
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Introduction

The ethical path of early
Buddhism has been identified with
the Noble Eightfold path, the fourth
noble truth that is intended for
practice to gain the liberation. It is
composed of eight factors, namely,
right view, right intention, right
speech, right deed, right livelihood,
right effort, right mindfulness and
the right concentration. Though
the entire ethical programme given
in the tradition can be reduced to
these eight steps, certain elements
such as faith (saddha) which has
been seen as primary stage of the

E
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practice has not been highlighted
in the philosophical studies about
the Buddhist ethics. In this paper,
it is argued that the presentation of
ethics for practice cannot be limited
to the Eightfold Path formulation.
Such a presentation would bar
the entire picture of the universal
character of Buddhist ethics in
some sense. So, it is necessary to
pay attention to certain primary
factors of the ethical practice need
to fulfill prior to one's undertaking
of Eight-fold Path, the advanced
stage of ethical perfection. Such an
attempt would help us to clarify the
position of ethical activity within
the Theravada tradition.
Gradual Path

The reason to pay much attention
to the Eightfold Path is a theoretical
reason because the researchers

<Y
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trained in the western intellectual
traditions, as Rupert Gethin point
out, are often uncomfortable in the
presence of religious faith and its
devotional and ritual expression.
In the nineteenth century and in
the twentieth century, the western
academic perceived Buddhism
being free from the concept of God
and the rituals to gain liberation.
Obviously, Buddhism does not
rely on tradition or scriptures
but the direct experience as the
famous discourse 'the Kalamasutta'
proposes. ' Nevertheless, the
Kalamasutta does not deny the
role of 'confidence/faith' within the
Buddhist practice.

Irrespective of the popular view
of the Noble Eightfold Path as
the representative teaching for the
ethical practice in general,
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Buddhist writings usually
understand the Noble eightfold Path
in a more restricted sense, implied
by the epithet 'noble' (ariya). The
term indicates that one who has
established these eight qualities
has in fact found the way to the
cessation of suffering-like one
finding a path in the jungle leading
to a beautiful city. But the 'ordinary
person' (puthujjana) who is plagued
by desire, hatred and ignorance
cannot straightly adopt the eightfold
path. It is a gradual course to move
forward in the path for the ordinary
Buddhist rather than direct walking
in the Eightfold Path.?

The correct word to present
the ethical programme is
'gradual path' (anupubbikatha/
anupurvikatha). What does this
gradual path contain? The much
familiar answer is the 'Eightfold
Path'. However, within the texts
as well as in the living tradition
of Theravada, there are a number
of ethical teachings other than
this typical representation. The
gradual progression is described
as consisting in the fundamental
practices such as charity (dana),
conduct (sila), and then leading to
the further practices such as mental
cultivation (samadhi) and wisdom
(panna) by means of meditation
(bhavana). The Eightfold Path
practice given in the structure of
step-by-step can be considered as
the most succinct formulation.

One instance for the gradual
progress is given in the story of
Yasa, the elder in the Vinaya Pitaka.
When he approached the Buddha,

a talk was given from the primary
action to the ultimate realization of
the four noble truths. It is recorded
in the text:
As he was sitting down at
a respectful distance, the
Lord talked a progressive
talk to Yasa, the young
man of family, that is to
say, talk on giving, talk on
moral habit, talk on heaven,
he explained the peril, the
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vanity, the depravity of
pleasures of the senses, the
advantage in renouncing
them. When the Lord knew
that the mind of Yasa,
the young man of family,
was ready, malleable,
devoid of hindrances,
uplifted, pleased, then
he explained to him the
teaching on dhamma which
the awakened ones have
themselves discovered: ill,
uprising, stopping the Way.?
Here, the items such as talk on
giving, talk on moral habit, and talk
on heaven (danakatham silakatham
saggakatham), is frequently
mentioned in the context of gradual
path. The rest of the items represent
gradual advance leading to the final
knowledge about the truths. These
three items indicate the necessity
to cultivate the generosity (dana)
which is highly regarded in the
traditional Buddhist society and a
symbol of the morality. 4 Morality
covers the avoiding killing, theft,
sexual misconduct and false speech.
If one is with these qualities, he
can gain the happiness of divine
pleasures after the death.
Specially, the ordinary
people who lead a family life
were encouraged to practice the
gradual path beginning from
charity,morality and seek divine
pleasures. Once a follower of
Jainaism, Upali, converted a
hismelf into Buddhism.
On his conversion,
the Buddha gave a
gradually progressive ‘\
path (anupubbikatha).
The text reads as
follows:
Then the Blessed One gave
the householder Upali
progressive instruction,
that is, talk on giving,
talk on virtue, talk on the
heavens; he explained
the danger, degradation,
and defilement in sensual
pleasures and the blessing

of renunciation. When he
knew that the householder
Upali's mind was ready,
receptive, free from
hindrances, elated, and
confident, he expounded to
him the teaching special to
the Buddhas: suffering its
origin, its cessation, and the
path.’

The gradual path given here can
be divided into three stages:

1. talk on giving, talk on

virtue, talk on the heavens

2. danger, degradation, and

defilement in sensual
pleasures and the blessing
of renunciation

3.  the teaching special to the

Buddhas: suffering, its
origin, its cessation, and the
path

A remarkable note is that
the four noble truths have been
designated as the teachings special
to the Buddhas. The text indicates
that full realization occurs with the
simultaneous understanding of the
four noble truths. Moreover, the
mind must attain a level so that it
will be capable to understand the
four truths. So, the Eightfold path is
not a beginner's or a non-Buddhist
practitioner's training.

It is to be noted here that the
concept of 'gradual path' indicates,
prior to the following eightfold
path, one is to go through some

2 other ethical practices.

Specially, the initial
steps of the path have
been socialized as the
actions of merits in the
Buddhist society. For the
reason that every person
cannot follow the training
steps such as jhanic practices, the
primary ethical activities such as
practicing generosity and keeping
precepts serve the person to lead a
morally right life. The concept of
'benevolence' which is understood
by the western ethics as the other
concern is expressed in these two
primary ethical activities.
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On the other hand, there are
various presentations of the path to
follow to reach the ultimate goal.
In the two citations given above,
do not mention the role of faith in
the path. It is generally accepted
that the discourse titled 'Fruits of
Recluseship' (Samannaphalasutta)
is a standard version of the path to
be trodden by the practitioner to
gain ultimate liberation. According
to the text, the first step is the
gaining confidence/faith (saddha)
in the teacher after listening to the
dhamma.® Then, the person sees the
value of abandoning the home life
and going into homelessness. He/
she becomes a monastic member,
observe precepts and leads a
contented life. With the flawless
mind, he/she removes hindrances
to spiritual life, namely the sensual
lust, hatred, sloth and torpor, worry
and restlessness and spiritual doubt;
then he/she begins to cultivate
four jhanas; cultivates the insight
knowledge obtains six supra-
sensory powers and finally directs
the mind to gain the knowledge;
of the destruction of mental
tendencies (asavakkhayananam);'
when the mind is directed to gain
the knowledge of destruction
of cankers, he/she realizes
the phenomenon of suffering,
cause of suffering, cessation of
suffering and the way to cease
suffering. With the knowledge
of the four aspects of the truth,
the pers on destroys the deeply
rooted psychological roots,
which are the very cause of
suffering, and attain the liberation
(vimuttasmimvimuttami,
tinanamhoti, khinajati,
vusitambrahmacariyam,
katamkaraniyam, naparamitthattaya
tipajanati).’

In the path given in this
particular discourse, there is
no reference to the element of
'description about the heaven'
(saggakatha), an indication of
happy destination after death. It
is for the ones who are ready to

undertake intense practice. Here,
at the beginning, the interlocutor
asks the Buddha how one becomes
moral? The Buddha's answer is 'if
someone refrains from killing the
living beings, he/she is morally
perfect'.® The common point for
paths discussed in the texts is
'morality’ (sila).

The concept of morality is
represented in the fundamental
sense by the word 'sila’, which has
been translated into English as
'morality, ethics, and virtue'. The
sila has been categorically accepted
to be the most fundamental stage
for the purification of mind. In
general, sila is recognized as the
restrain of speech and body.’

And in extension, the restraint
of the body, speech and mind
is defined as 'sila’ or morality.!?
The invincible character of
morality within the spiritual path
to liberation is overt throughout
the Pali canon. So, we can say
that for the Buddhist path, the
morality is necessry condition. In
turn, we have to ask the question,
is it sufficient? The answer lies
in negative. One can be morally
good person but he/she may not
tread in the further development of
the spiritual liberation. It has been
clarified by saying that 'attachment
to moral precepts and rituals'
(silabbataparamasa) is a hindrance
to the further development.

The text titled 'Net of Views'
says (Brahmajalasutta), the morality
is a minor thing that the people
can perceive in the behaviour of
a person. In this text, there is a
description about the behaviour
of the Buddha that is composed
of refrains and engagements. He
refrains from killing (passive) and
protects and spread love for all
the sentient beings (active).!! In
three stages, the morality kept
by the Buddha is presented, as
minor morality (culasila), medium
morality (majjhimasila) and great
morality (mahasila). All these
are concerned with avoiding
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inflicting harm and committing
positive actions and leading a life
without falling into the vocations
that are not suitable for a monk
(purity of livelihood). Prior to the
beginning of the description about
the morality, the Buddha says
that the general public praise him
praises him for these elementary
and minor matters of morality
(Appamattakamkhopanetam,
bhikkhave,
oramattakamsilamattakam,
yenaputhujjano tathagatassavannam
vadamanovadeyya, Katamancatam,
bhikkhave appamattakamoramatta
kamsilamattakam...); at the end of
the description about the morality,
the Buddha makes the following
statement:
There are, monks, other
matters, profound, hard to
see, hard to understand,
peaceful, excellent, beyond
mere thought, subtle, to
be experienced by the
wise, which the Tathagata,
having realized them by
his own super-knowledge,
proclaims, and about which
those who would truthfully
praise the Tathagata would
rightly speak. And what are
these matters?'!?
This text indicates that though
the morality or ethical behaviour
is necessary to the spiritual
cultivation, there are advanced
things to attain so that one can
realize the nature of reality.
Specially, following the above
statement, the Buddha begins to
examine the metaphysical views
about the existence presented by his
contemporaries. He asserts about
the views as "matters, profound,
hard to see, hard to understand,
peaceful, excellent, beyond mere
thought, subtle, to be experienced
by the wise, which the Tathagata,
having realized them by his own
super-knowledge, proclaims, and
about which those who would
truthfully praise the Tathagata
would rightly speak."!3
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Lokiya and Lokuttara Magga
Another interesting point is
that the classification of Eightfold
Noble path as secular (lokiya)
and supra-mundane (lokuttara).
According to the text, the eightfold
path can be practiced with the
objective of gaining a happy
destination after death which is
called secular Eightfold path; one
can follow the same path with
the objective of destroying the
cyclic existence. Only such kind of
person is capable of attaining the
ultimate freedom (vimutti).!4 This
differentiation indicates the morality
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behaviour but does not

fulfill concentration and

wisdom

iii.  Still another person fulfills
virtuous behaviour and
concentration but does not
fulfill wisdom

iv.,, And still another person

fulfills virtuous behaviour,

concentration, and wisdom.

These are the four kinds of

persons found existing in the world.
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Conclusion
Based on the textual evidence,
it seems that the Eightfold Path

irrespective of its authoritative
character as the standard version of
ethical path, there are preliminary
ethical activities to be perfected
before the practitioner embarks
upon the Eightfold Path. Both the
monk as well as lay follower is
demanded to follow the morality in
precedence to the further trainings
such as giving up the sensual
pleasures, arresting the thoughts that
hinder the spiritual path. Specially,
the faith in the teacher, teaching
and the follower, morality, were
fundamental things to practice.
These practices do not amount to

in its context within the Pali
canon. Buddhism accepts
one can be moral but not r
Buddhist and still can lead a
non-teleological life. Ethics
does not mean necessarily a
transcendental experience.
Then, there will arise the
question, what is the Buddhist
ethics? Authentic Buddhist
is directly gaining an insight
into the nature of reality;
nevertheless, there is space
to lead a life of morality not
going to far end (nibbana).
Variety of Persons
One can be moral and be
a Buddhist but not totally
given to get enlightenment
in the near life. Such persons
have been theoretically
categorized as 'padaparma’,
'long term' practitioners.!?
We can get some light
from the texts which have
presented different types
of persons in the context
of moral development. The
following sutta titled Virtuous
Behaviour provides a
classification of four types of
moral agents in the world:
i One person
does not fulfill
virtuous behaviour,
concentration, and
wisdom
ii.  Another person
fulfills virtuous
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Liberating Prayer
Praise to Budhda Shakyamuni

Blessed One, Shakyamuni Buddha,
| precious treasury of compassion,
Restower of supreme inner peace

You, who love all beings without exception,
Are the source of happiness and goodness;
And you guide us to the liberating path.

Your body is a wish fulfilling jewel,
Your speech is supreme, purifying nector,
And your mind is refuge for all living beings

With folded hands | turn to you,
Supreme unchanging friend,
| request from the depths of my heart

Please give me the light of your wisdom
To dispel the darkness of my mind
And to heal my mental continuum

Please nourish me with your goodness
That | in turn may nourish all beings
With an unceasing banquet of delight

Through your compassionate intention,
Your blessings and virtuous deeds
And my strong wish to rely upon you,

May all suffering quickly cease
And all happiness and joy be fulfilled
And may holy Dharma flourish for evermore

the level of a Buddhist in
strict sense but common
practices. The point to make
here is that when we are
required to examine the role
of morality in the Buddhist
path and general position
about the significance of
morality, we do not need to
appeal to the eightfold path,
for it is being the advanced
training, perhaps may not
allow us to embrace the
individuals who are not
Buddhists. The Buddhist
tradition being inclusive
about the morality, anyone
who avoids the acts of
killing, theft, adultery and
false speech and practice
generosity is accepted as a
moral person. This indicates
two things, one the morality
is not something specific
to Buddhist path but
universal. On the other
hand, it implies that there
are further trainings in the
Buddhist path perhaps may
not directly be relevant to
conventional morality.
Ven. Dr. Wadinagala
Pannaloka Thero
Department of Buddhist
Philosophy
Postgraduate Institute of
Pali and Buddhist Studies,
University of Kelaniya.
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DISPOSAL OF REDUNDANT
BOOKS AT
THE SIR BARON JAYATILAKA
MEMORIAL LIBRARY

The Office Bearers of the Association has decided to dispose redundant Sinhala and English
books, periodicals and magazines which were used by Library readers in order to gain space in
the Library.

Opportunity has been given for those who are interested in reading to obtain these items free of
charge until 30th September 2017. For further details please visit the Library at third floor of the
Borella YMBA building or contact Librarian on telephone nos. 0112695786/0112698083.

Secretary
Library Committee

N




2017- ge®mitd

The Scholar Monk
Venerable Rajaguru

il

Waskaduwe Sri Subhuthi

(1835t01917)

Justice Ranjit N.M. Dheeraratne,
formerly Judge of the
Supreme Court

S’

t is perhaps no exaggeration

to say that no member of the
Buddhist Clergy in Sri Lanka had
ever attained such international
repute and distinction for
scholarship in Scriptures and
the Pali language as Venerable
Rajaguru Waskaduwe Sri Subhuthi.
The abode of this scholar monk,
the Abhiwanaramaya, as it was
then called, still remains at Kuda
Waskaduwa, Kalutara, a little
distance away from the present 38th
Kilometre Post, on the Colombo -
Galle Road.

Venerable Subhuthi was a
contemporary of the equally
scholarly Venerable Hikkaduwe
Sri Sumangala, the eloquent
Migettuwatte Gunananda and the
fearless Anagrika Dharmapala,
who all lived during a period
of resurgence of Buddhism and
Sinhala culture. It is recorded that
at the famous Panadurawadaya
on either side of Reverend
Migettuwawatte, sat Venerable
Subhuthi and Venerable Sumangala
giving instructions to the speaker
on finer points of the Dhamma.
Although Venerable Subhuthi

never left the shores of Sri Lanka,
renowned scholars the world over
were in correspondence with him,
often to seek his assistance on many
a knotty problem.

Among those who were in
constant correspondence with
Venerable Subhuthi and some of
whose letters are still preserved
at his temple, were Sir Robert
Chalmers, Reinhold Rost, Mable
Bode, Dr. Rhys Davids, Professor
R.C. Childers, Sir Alexander
Cunningham of the United
Kingdom, Professor Wilhelm
Geiger of Germany, Dr. Karl E.
Neumann of Austria, Dr. Edmund
Hardy of Switzerland, Dr. Charles
R. Lanman of the USA, Prince
Sonapandit of Bangkok and

the then Emperor of Japan. Sir
Alexander was the Commissioner
of Archaeology in British India.
Venerable Subhuthi’s reputation for
his unfailing assistance to inquiring
scholars made men of learning like
Wilhelm Geiger, Dr. Neumann and
Professor Childers visit him to learn
at his feet.

Wilhelm Geiger visited
Venerable Subhuthi to seek his
assistance in translating the
Mahawamsa into German. Of
Venerable Subhuthi’s temple Geiger
wrote - “The monastery lies away
from the road, round a four - sided
courtyard with a fig - tree in the
centre. On two sides it is enclosed
by buildings containing monks’
cells and the library;



on the third side is the temple,
while the enclosure is completed
on the fourth side by a shrubbery.
On every side one sees the tops
of palm and green trees. Peace
reigns supreme. There are no street
noises, only the general rustling of
the leaves. It would be difficult to
imagine a more suitable setting for
the contemplative life of a monk™.
Unfortunately, this setting has now
changed with the din of traffic on
the Galle Road and the cluster of
houses in the neighbourhood of the
temple.

Of Venerable Subhuthi himself,
Geiger wrote - “I consider Subhuthi
to be no less distinguished a
scholar than Sumangala, who is an
authority in the same field. Possibly
he does not yet rival Sumangala,
who is much older, in learning and
volume of published work, but
as regards his research method, |
consider he has by far surpassed
him. Sumangala has remained
primarily a traditionalist, while
Subhuthi’s methodology is akin to
modern European ways of research.
The difference between the two
is apparent also in their external
characteristics”.

Professor R.C. Childers who
wrote the first Pali dictionary
obtained Venerable Subhuthi’s
assistance for his monumental
work. At the instance of Childers,

a copy of this book was presented
to Venerable Subhuthi by Albert
Edward, Prince of Wales, as then
was, on 8th December 1875 at the
Queen’s House, Colombo.

Venerable Subhuthi had the
privilege of ordaining the Siamese
diplomat - Prince Prisdang Chumsai
in 1896 at the Abhinawarama,
which won him the title “Raja
Guru”. Prince Prisdang, a grandson
of King Rama 111 of Siam, was for
a long time in correspondence with
Reverend Subhuthi prior to his
being ordained at Subhutth’s feet.
Prince Prisdang’s lock of hair and
his princely wearing apparel are still
preserved at the Abhinavaramaya.

Sir Robert Chalmers (later
Lord) the British Governor of this
Island from 1913 to 1916, wrote
the following interesting letter
to Venerable Subhuthi, soliciting
his help nearly twenty two years
before he set foot in our Island as
Governor:-

31, Fitzroy Road,
London N.W.

27th November 1891
Reverend Sir,

At the suggestion of my friend
Rhys Davids I venture to ask your
learned assistance in the following
difficulty.

Fifteen hundred years ago a
Christian Priest in Jerusalem wrote
in Greek a book called Barlaam
and Joasaph, the translation of
part of which into English by me,

I have done myself the pleasure of
forwarding by this post for your
Reverence’s acceptance. You will
see that the story of the life of
future Buddha had reached this
Christian Priest; & that he made up
the story of his prince Joasaph out
of the history of the Bodisat. And I
may add that the very name Joasaph
is only a corruption of the name
Bodisat.

My difficulty is with regard to
the Parables which are related in
the course of the book. Since it is
certain that the life of Joasaph was
borrowed from Buddhist sources
it is probable that the Parables also
of the book were equally borrowed
from the same source. But for them

Budiliis
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I have failed to trace a Buddhist
origin in the Jataka or in such of
the Pitakas as have been published
here. In one case, however, namely
the 8th Parable (the Man & the
Unicorn, I have been able to find
that the Chinese translation of an
unknown Buddhist book contains a
parallel. In the Chinese story book
the story is said to have been told
by the Blessed Buddha himself of
a man who escaped from prison &
was pursued by a furious elephant
instead of a unicorn; & in the
Chinese version the two mice are
said to have been two white rats,
representing sun & moon.

The fact that I have been able
to find the evidence of a Buddhist
origin for one parable in the book
Barlaam & Joasaph, encourages
me to think that a wider knowledge
than I possess of Buddhist
Scriptures and writings would
make it possible to trace the other
parables also to Buddhist originals.
It is in this hope that I have
ventured to trouble your Reverence
and to request that you will be so
good as to inform me (i) how far
you can trace the parables either
in the same or in a similar form in
Buddhist writings and (ii) the books
where the parables are to be found.

I desire to add that the
information for which I have
applied to your Reverence, is
required to complete an article
which will be published by the
Royal Asiatic Society early
next year, and [ trust that [
may be favoured with a reply
leaving Ceylon before the end of
February. I shall have pleasure
in acknowledging in article my
obligations to your Reverence and
in sending you a copy of what I
write. If it be more convenient to
you please reply in Sinhalese. With
all respect, I remain, yours very
faithfully.

Robert Chalmers

Venerable Subhuthi breathed his

last on 19.4.1917
>
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Uniqueness of Buddhism
The Buddha was an extremely

. intelligent human being with an
enlightened wisdom above others
who lived an ordinary life with
his disciples and preached to the
intellectuals as well as the ordinary
people on the reality of worldly
things. The Buddha discovered
the cause of suffering and how to
escape from suffering. In his first
sermon the Buddha spoke of two
extremes to be avoided; that of
devotion to the pleasures of sense
and that of self mortification both of
which were described as unworthy
and unprofitable. Avoiding the
two extremes he said he had
gained knowledge of the middle
path or Madhyama Prathipadawa
which led to enlightenment. In
his public address in New York in
1925, Anagarika Dharmapala had
eloquently summarized the message
of the Buddha as follows. "The
Buddha Dhamma encompasses
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Former Secretary to the President
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the power of universal love,
meaninglessness of prayer, rituals
and sacrifices, evolutionary nature
of the cosmic process, freedom
of thought, the law of universal
change, the supremacy of the law of
righteousness, happiness punctuated
renunciation, identifying ignorance
as the prime cause of human misery
and that miseries can be annihilated
by the power of wisdom and
altruistic service for the good of
humanity".

Today, we are living in an age
of science; an age where man
is inclined to accept the truth
of anything by observation and
experiment rather than by mere
belief. With the recent advances

Distinctive
Features Inherentin
Buddhism

in science man is becoming more
rationalistic in his outlook and blind
belief is fast disappearing. The truth
is the same in any age, even if the
methods of understanding vary.
When we consider the evidence
in the light of modern science, we
shall find that the results achieved
have been the same. For instance
the Buddhist view of mind and
matter phenomena is that they are
all illusions; not real. "Maya" is
what the Buddha called the illusory
nature of material phenomena.

The uniqueness of Buddhism
is reflected in three distinctive
features inherent in the teaching of
the Buddha which are as follows.
Firstly, it is not an orthodox and
regimented religion per se but a
way of life which is free and open.
Secondly, it is an ethical and moral
system which guarantees freedom
of thought and action. Thirdly, its,
rationality lends itself to logic,
examination and inquiry.




Buddhism A Free and Open
Way of Life

A religion is defined as a
system of faith and worship
which recognizes omnipresent
superhuman controlling power and
existence of a personal God entitled
to unquestionable obedience.
Accordingly, the hallmarks of
areligion are the existence of a
personal God, an unchanging and
immortal soul and the necessity
for the salvation of the latter by
the former. These three factors are
entirely absent in Buddhism; hence
Buddhism cannot be classified as
areligion. In essence Buddhism is
a way of life which paves the way
for man to be righteous and noble
while maintaining human dignity
and intelligence and eventually
attain final liberation purity through
mental purity. Buddhism is unique
among the different religions of
the world in having no criteria
for orthodoxy. It has no Pope, no
dogma which must be believed
and no Bible in the Christian sense
of inspired revelation. It has no
equivalent of Christian baptism
nor can anyone be expelled from
its fold, in brief a "Buddhist is as a
Buddhist does".

Buddhism as it exists today
may not be absolutely authentic
or accurate as the teachings
were first committed to writing
some four hundred years after the
passing away of the Buddha. Since
then for well over two thousand
years the doctrine would have
undergone considerable changes
in the process of interpretation
and communication. However,
the canon as it is taught today
is rational, coherent as a whole
and sufficient to inspire a large
proportion of mankind. It is
subjective in its analysis of the
nature of life in particular of
the cause of suffering. Also it is
subjective in the way it sets out for
the removal of the root causes of
suffering. It is above all supremely
self reliant, relying upon no outside

power, divine or human to save the
individual from the consequences
of his own hatred, lust and illusion.
The purpose of Buddhism is the
realization of the consciousness
known as Enlightenment and the
eradication of suffering through the
process of extinction of its causes.
The Buddha attained enlightenment
and taught the means leading to the
ultimate realization of reality to all
mankind. In the field of religion this
path is unique for it has no dogma
averring is open to inquiry and
analysis and indeed as open as any
scientific thesis offered to the world
today. As Buddhism brings good
results without the dependence on
mere belief or imagination then let
us not waste time splitting hairs
about it.
Buddhism Ensures Freedom of
Thought And Action

According to Venerable Narada
Maha Thera one of the distinctive
features inherent in Buddhism is
that it makes man stand on his own
feet and rouses his self confidence
and energy. The Buddha denied
the fundamental teachings of most
religions which incidentally are
based on the fear of the unknown
and on blind faith. He expounded
a rational and tolerant teaching
that could be verified by personal
experience. It is founded on the
fundamental truth that men are born
free to exercise their reason freely
with regard to all aspects of mind
and matter. Hence, it is to the glory
of the Buddha that he allowed his
followers freedom boundless as the
free sky above which makes every
man's own reason the ultimate
standard of his belief. The Buddha
has given us one of the best ways of
solving problems which is to think
and think for ourselves and to think
originally and not to be governed
by what goes on around us. This
is what makes us true practising
Buddhists; an exciting experience in
life indeed

The fact of the matter is that
no one can grant deliverance to
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another who merely pleads or begs
for it. Others may lend a helping
hand indirectly; but nevertheless
the highest freedom is attained

only through self realization and
self awakening to the truth. Self
realization can come only to one
who is free to think out one's own
problems without let or hindrance.
Each individual should make the
appropriate effort and break the
shackles that have kept him in
bondage thus winning freedom from
bonds of existence by perseverance,
self exertion and insight and not
through prayers and petitions to a
supreme being. In the Kalama Sutta
addressing the Kalamas the Buddha
had admonished them as follows.
"Do not accept anything on mere
hearsay. Do not accept anything on
mere tradition not. Do not accept
anything on account of rumours.
Do not accept anything because

it accords with your scriptures.

Do not accept anything by mere
supposition. Do not accept anything
by mere inference. Do not accept
anything because it agrees with
your preconceived notion. Do not
accept anything because the ascetic
is respected by us.

The Buddha had admonished
that purity and impurity are both
dependent on oneself. No one
can purify another. This fact is
further clarified in verse 165 of
the Dhammapada as follows. "By
oneself is evil done, By oneself'is
evil defied. By oneself alone is evil
avoided . By oneself alone is one
purified." This concept is further
elucidated in verse 103 of the
Dhammapada as follows. "Though
one may conquer a million men in
the battlefield, yet he is the noblest
victor who has conquered himself".
It is through the practice of the
Dharnrna that the real Buddha can
be known. In fact the Buddha has
said that "he who sees the Dhamma
sees me". The Dhamma is not a set
of teachings for us to blindly accept
and believe in but to try out and see
for ourselves.
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Thus in summary, Buddhism is
always a question of knowing and
seeing, and not that of believing.
The teaching of the Buddha is
qualified as "Ehi Passiko"; inviting
you to come and see, but not to
come and believe.

Rationality is the Hallmark of
Buddhism

Buddhism promotes rationality.
It is not only a way of life but also
a way of logic; of reasoning and
a way of seeing a given situation
from all angles. The Buddha used
the word "Yonisomanasikara"
which means "concentration from
the very origin." "Yoniso" means
from the origin. "Manasikara"
means concentration, insightful
investigation, thinking and analysis.
Accordingly, we should investigate
right from the bottom; right from
the beginning. Therefore, a good

Buddhist is one who engages in
the act of "Yonisomanasikara" all
the time, on all the issues. There
is a tendency to compare and
contrast Buddhism as a philosophy.
Philosophy is the search for
knowledge; especially delving
into the nature and meaning of
existence. Dhamma is not mere
philosophy because philosophy is
empirical by nature. The Dhamma
is not founded on mere views

or theories. Buddha's doctrine is
not dry philosophy for people to
argue about using cold intellect.

It is a methodical system for self
development centred on love,
selflessness and compassion.

In Buddhism there are three
types of bias. They are desire, ill
will and sceptical doubt. Desire
makes one see only what one wants
to see. It bends the truth to fit one's
preferences. I11-will
makes one blind to
whatever is disturbing
or disconcerting to
one's views. Also,
it distorts the truth
by denial. Skeptical
doubt stubbornly
refuses to accept those
truths which are not
only plainly valid
but also brazenly
obvious because they
fall outside of one's
comforting world
view. The Buddha
Dhamma strongly
urges the avoidance
of extreme views
and prejudices as
they would hold one
as a captive. On the
other hand a rational
person would remain
unencumbered and
free. The whole thrust
of the Dhamma is to
release a person from
bondage caused by
mundane thoughts and
views. The Buddha
has stated that each

person is his own saviour; "attahi
attano natho." Invariably, one's
freedom would depend only on the
thoughts one entertains.

Furthermore, rationality
embedded in Buddhism 'encourages
democratic ideas and institutions.
The Buddha made the Sangha; the
community of monks, an absolutely
democratic institution. He delivered
the Dhamma freely and equally
to all. He kept nothing back and
never wished to extract from his
disciples blind and submissive faith
in him or his teachings. He insisted
on discriminative examination
and intelligent inquiry. A Buddhist
treatise on logic has further
explained this attitude of true
inquiry as follows. "As the wise
test gold by burning, by cutting
and rubbing it; so are you to accept
my words after examining them
and not merely out of regard for
me." Indeed, Buddhism is the only
great religion of the world that is
consciously and frankly based on
a systematic and rational analysis
of problems of life and of the way
to its solutions. In fact, the Buddha
has, been compared to a physician
who makes a diagnosis of the
illness, its causes and decides on
the antidotes and the remedies and
then proceeds to treat the patient
systematically and with great
precision.

In the same manner the Buddha
has taught the Four Noble Truths
namely; the realization of the nature
of suffering, the cause of suffering
and the method to bring an end to
the suffering and achieve liberation.
Accordingly, when a person realizes
the Four Noble Truths he takes
steps to overcome his unhappiness
or suffering by reducing his craving
and aversion which are the root
causes of all evil actions.
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Participants at the 1st Workshop organized by the
Colombo YMBA for Buddhist Entrepreneurs held at the
Ratnapura Buddhist Center on 30th April 2017.
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Dr. Lasantha Malavige, Secretary Training &
Supporting Buddhist Entrepreneurs Committee
(Chairman Lassana Flora) addressing the
participants at the workshop held at Ratnapura
Buddhist center on 30th April 2017.
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Visitors to the YMBA stall at the United Nations' Vesak
Celebration held from 9th May to 13th May 2017. The
theme of the stall was the National and Religious Services
of Sri Baron Jayatilleke Founder President to Colombo
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The Colombo YMBA on account of Poson Poya Day

released 7 cattle from slaughter at the ceremony held

on 08th June 2017 with the participation of President

“www.. Mr. Sumedha Amerasinghe and other Office Bearers.

YMBA.
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Thelma Abeygunasekera of Musaeus College receiving
the award for the “Best Producer” at the Annual All Island
Short Buddhist Drama contest from the Chief Guest

Mrs. Kaushalya Fernando, renowned artist and visiting
lecture at Sri Jayawardenapura University in the presence
of Mr. Sumedha Amerasinghe, President and Mr. Daya
Weerasekara, Secretary Short Drama Committee. “Bawa
Thanha” presented by Muaseus College Colombo won the
1st Place at the Annual Drama Contest 2017 held on 03rd
June 2017.
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A scene from “Ranmasu Del” Short

Drama presented by students of Sirimavo
Bandaranayake Vidyalaya at the Drama Festival
held on 03rd June 2017 in which Teshini Liyana
Sellahewa was adjudged the “Best Actress”
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Staff of the Ministry of Ports & Shipping and Merchant
Shipping Secretariat donated items for the use of

Shrine Room at the Fort Building of the Colombo YMBA.
President Mr. Sumedha Amerasinghe received the items
on behalf of the YMBA from Mr. Ajith Seneviratne, Director
General of Merchant Shipping at a ceremony held at the

Shrine Room on 29th May 2017.




" he wise

man who has cut
off, uprooted and removed
these and has rid himself on
moral difilements is indeed
called a good hearted man".
Dhammapada verse 263.

Conceit in Pali is mana. The
Sinhala equivalent is also mana. It
means measuring. An Analysis of
Conceit would read as comparing
oneself with others, make or utter
opinions of judgement of others as
being equal to me, higher than me
or subordinate to me. The aforesaid
classification has been referred to
us equally matched (sadisamana),
Superior (Seyyamana) or inferior
(Hinamana). This Syndrome has
been frowned upon by the Sama
Sambuddha.

Conceit is co-related to Pride,
Arrogance, Haughtiness, Vanity or
a puffed-up mind. Some other of
its associates include ego, boasting,
selfishness, craving, fanciful notion
and far fetched comparison.

Theravada Buddhists have
identified Conceit as one of the
fourteen unwholesome mental
factors. It is also one of the ten
fetters (sanyojana). Conceit is one of
the last fortresses to fall. It is only
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when one attains the Arahant stage
that it is finally conquered. Until
then it may exist even as a dormant
disposition.

The Mahayanists believe that it is
one out of the five poisons and a key
unwholesome factor.

Other classifications of Conceit,
are to sub-divide it on the basis
of praising onself and blaming
others. Also it could be based on
the criteria of feelings one derives
from the sense doors namely eye,
ear, nose, tongue, body and mind.
Another system is based on results
one obtains from ones efforts such
as profits, fame, happiness or losses
blame and sorrow.

We shall now attempt to ascertain
what the main reasons are why
we should care and be concerned
with this dreadful defilemet named
Conceit.

W B ddbist
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It is absolutely
contrary to the Buddhist
doctrine and a persistent
obstacle in the path to
liberation. Even if a person
is somewhat mindful it may
stubbornedly stay dormant (Anusa)
but spark off whenever the occasion
arises. Therefore we need to fully
concentrate on it whenever we are
awake. It finally falls only when
attaining the state of an Arahant.

Conceit could be connected
with self-illusion. It leads to create
mentally and repeatedly a concept
which is called "I" "Me" and "Self".
As we Buddhists are fully aware this
so called "Self" is merely mind and
matter. Self illusion is an obstinate
deception which gets shattered only
when one attains Sota patti, the first
stage on the path to liberation.

This pollution makes a person
imperfect and unworthy. Conceit
will always take a person stray from
the Dhamma. His personality and
character will be adversely impacted.
Conceit is a self-created action
which is unnecessary, damaging
and adverse in our progress on the
upward path. So the best course of
action is to look out for it mindfully
and shoot it down as it appears.
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The Buddha practised what he
preached. He is a glowing example
of Humbleness. In the KARANIYA
METTA SUTTA it is stated that a
person who is skilled in good and
wishes to attain the "State of Calm"
should also be Humble which could
be considered the opposite word to
conceit.

As we all are aware the episodes
and occurrences in the life of the
Buddha and his disciples extended
their care love and compassion
to all beings. Scavengers, grave
diggers, slaves, kings and gods
received due attention. These
saints patiently were out of the
way to serve and save them all
even offerings such as stale and
contaminated food was accepted.
Insults, threats and immense
discomforts were faced and
surmounted will understanding such
deeds and acts are countless.

Some events in the life of the
Buddha were selected at random to
elaborate the pious aspect further.

When the Buddha visited
Kapilavastupura for the first time
the elder Sakyans thought that
as the Buddha was junior in age
they should not worship him. It is
only when the master performed
the "twin miracle" (Yamaka
Prathiharyaya) that he was able to
overcome this situation.

On the same visit when the
Buddha went begging for alms,
his father re-acted adversely. He
thought that it was unbecoming
of a royal prince to do so. When
the Thathagatha clarified that
he belonged to the lineage of the
Buddha who customarily lived on
charity that the Conceit of the king
was dissolved.

The Buddha on one occasion
stayed in a potters hut for the night.
During this period he made use to
explain and convince a young man
Pukkusati to see the truth.

Prince Siddhartha's charioteer
Channa later become a monk. He
was highly Conceited mainly due to
the role played by him in the great
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renunciation. The Buddha had to
impose the highest punishment as
an corrective measure. Channa later
became an Arahant.

The war on the conceited
Sakyans and their massacre by King
Vidudaba which the Master had to
finally accept as he saw that they
had defiled themselves in a previous
birth.

Although there are numerous
other scenarios of Conceit leading to
disaster and it pays to be humble for
the sake of brevity | have captured
a few namely Rupa Nanda, Queen
Magandiya, Baka Brahkmana,
Satchchaka and Alawaka.

Moving on to some other
illustrations in Sri Lanka we have
the classic example of Anagarika
Dharmapala who at the height
of Colonial rule adopted simple
clothes and sometimes travelled
in a Bullock Cart. He faced and
overcome many challenges.

From my limited experiences |
would like to share with you two
episodes to reveal the disastrous
results of Conceit and the greatness
of Humbleness.

During my youth I served as
an Officer in the Sri Lanka Army
Volunteer Force, during the period
of 1960 to 1972. At that time one of
the National issues was to control
the influx of illicit immigrants from
India and smuggling activities in
the North and East of Sri Lanka.

As a strategy to counter such
misdeeds the forces launched an
operation code named "TAFF - 1".
This Manoeuvre entailed dotting
the North-East coastline with a net-
work of Coast Watch Points (CWP).
Foot - patrolling was done round the
clock. Most of the officers worked
shoulder to shoulder with the
soldiers. Such officers disregarded
the Conceit arising out of the
military rank but go better results.

I have experience of working
in an establishment where as its
inception the Chief Executive
Officer was conceited and arrogant.
Some of the schemes he introduced

unilaterally were faulty and lacking.
Due to this behavioral pattern he
had not consulted others, from
whom he should have sought
advice. At a point of time he left

the organizaton. Those who had to
manage thereafter had to face the
consequences some painful remedial
measures had to be adopted. Such
are the evils and perils of Conceit.

Now let us try to capture some
suggestions to overcome or control
Conceit. Firstly get closer to and
adhere to Buddhism I know of some
people who have turned for the
better in this manner.

Meditate on the impurity of the
body. What is there to be conceited
about it. It is repulsive. Consists of
foul and putrid components and nine
outlets regularly draining out stink.
Further it is ever changing towards
decay and death.

Be self-analysis identify what
produces the Conceit and try to
reduce if not eliminate this evil.

By friendly and mind your body
language. Ven. Assaji impressed and
attracted Upatissa, who later became
Ven. Sariputta. Ven. Nigroda played
a major role in impacting the
dramatic behavioral change of the
Emperor Asoka.

Mindfully reduce the effect
of the never ending "Rat Race"
scientifically known as stress, which
gives rise to anger, anxiety and fear
stress is a killer.

Dhammapada says "Mind is
the fore-runner of all mental states
..... " As Conceit is a mind matter
thought, speech and action should
be controlled. Abandoning of
Conceit is highly beneficial for
moving found in one's upward path
and ending this sansaric journey by
attaining the state of an Arahant.

Gamini R de Silva
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Apartment No. 1/1, Queens Court,
22, Queens Road, Colombo 3.
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The First Workshop of a series of Workshops
aimed at strengthening the Buddhist Entrepreneurs
dispersed over the island to overcome the challenges
that confront them and promoting the emergence of a
powerful Community of Entrepreneurs equipped with
a broad understanding of the principles of Business
Management which they utilize in their business
enterprises to increase productivity was conducted by
the Colombo YMBA at Ratnapura in Association with
the Incorporated Buddhist Association of Ratnapura at
the Buddhist Assembly Hall at Ratnapura on 30th April
2017.

An opportunity was provided to the participants to
gain a broad understanding in the areas of Business
Technology. Such as Business Accounts, Taxation,
Banking, Personnel Management, Staff Motivation,
Sales Promotion, Domestic and Foreign Markets as well
as the use of Information Communication Technology
for Business Promotion. Additionally they were educated
regarding the provision and maintenance Health amongst
the Business Work Force.

Following the Welcome Address delivered by
the President of the Colombo YMBA, Management
Board Member, Mr. Sunil S. Sirisena (Former,

Secretary Ministry of Education, Ministry of Trade

and Commerce, former Chairman National Savings

ENTREPRENEURSHIP TRAINING WORKSHOP

PRESENTATION OF EQUIPMENTTO THE SHRINE
ROOM OFTHE YMBA OFFICE AND SHOPPING
COMPLEX-COLOMBO FORT

The Shrine Room located within the premises of Colombo YMBA Shopping and Office Complex at Colombo
Fort serves as a venue for regular religious observances of officers of Government Departments and employees
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Bank, Former Director General, Telecommunications
Regulatory Commission) explained the objectives of the
workshop as a Preliminary Intorduction.

This Preliminary Introduction was followed by a
series of Lectures by other Resource Persons, holding
prestigious positions in leading Business Establishments
in the Island namely Mr. Mahendra Jayasekara
(Managing Director, Lanka Tiles), Medical Specialist
Dr. Lasantha Malavige (Chairman, Lassana Flora), Mr.
D.K. Rajapaksa (Managing Director, DSI Business
Conglomerate), Mr. Padmasiri Ranawakaarachchi
(Director, Employees Trust Fund and Human Resources
Advisor) on a wide range of Topics dealing with subjects
relevant to the success of Business Enterprises and
Productive Staff Management. A gathering of about
100 entrepreneurs engaged in business ventures in the
Ratnapura Region participated in this Workshop.

A lecture presented by the Telecommunications
Regulatory Commission highlighting the usefulness
of Information Technology in the field of Business
Management intended to convince them regarding
its importance proved an exceptionally productive
and profitable contribution. While this Programme
inaugurated by the Colombo YMBA proved an
outstanding success the Association hopes and has plans

to hold Similar Sessions in other Districts also.

of Commercial Establishments and Banks and even occasional visitors and pedestrians. It is frequented by
Devotees throughout the Day. At the initiative of the Secretary, Harbour Maritime Attain Ministry, Director
General of the Naval Secretariat on offering of a Preacher’s Throne, a floor Spread and other Shrine outfit has

been made for use at religious observances at this Shrine Room.




THESINHALA
NEW YEAR
CELEBRATIONS
ATLAKSHMI
CHILDRENS
DEVELOPMENT
CENTER -
WALANA

The Sinhala and Hindu New
Year Celebration of the Children’s
Development Center for the year 2017
was held at the Centre with a Full-Day
Programme on 03rd May 2017.

While a programme of folk sports
was worked out in the forenoon a
Musical Programme was performed
in the afternoon. While pizes were
awarded to winners in the sports events
a new suit of clothes was gifted to each
of the inmates.

The Programme that had been
organized by the Matron of the Home
the Festival was held under the
patronage of the Secretary in charge
of the Children’s Home. Head office
staff lent assistance in organizing the
ancillary activities.

VESAKPROGRAMME OF
DHAMMA SERMONS AND
THEPOSON FESTIVAL

Sil observance programmes were conducted at YMBA
Headquarters, Gamini Matha Elders’ Home and Lakshmi Children’s
Development Center at Walana in connection with the Vesak Poya
Religious Performances of the year 2561 — Buddhist Era.

In addition to the Sila Programmes the Customary Vesak Week
Dhamma Sermon Programmes too was conducted on the 04th, 05th,
08th and 09th May 2017 based on Four Suttas, namely, Samiddhi
Sutta, Godhika Sutta, Sattavassa Sutta and Sambahula Sutta. The
Dhamma Sermons were delivered by Ven. Madugalle Dhammasiri,
Ven. Mederipitye Chandravamsa, Ven. Pandit Kihimbiye Vijita and
Ven. Pandit Bodagama Sumanajoti respectively.

It was significant that the united Nations selected Sri Lanka as the
venue for its Annual International Vesak Day Celebrations for the
year 2017. Elaborate arrangements had been made by the Government
of Sri Lanka with the participation of all parties concerned.

YMBA participated in the celebrations by publicizing the services
of Sir D.B. Jayatilleke for the upliftment of Buddhism and National
Independence by holding an exhibition of relevant works at a stall
constructed at R.G. Senanayake Mawatha for five days. Additionally
the Association conducted an Essay Competition for students of
Day Schools and Dhamma Schools on Themes based on Buddhist
Concepts in collaboration with the Associated Newspapers of Sri
Lanka (Lake House).

In connection with the Poson Poya Day celebrations of the
Association seven milch cows were rescued from slaughter. As in the
previous years financial contributions were received from a number
of donors in order to supplement the contributions of the Association.
The Anusasana was delivered by Venerable Ratgama Upananda
Thero.

ALLISLAND BUDDHISTSHORTDRAMA

COMPETITION

The 36th Annual All-Island Short Buddhist Drama

Society”. Third Prize was awarded to Sri Palee Vidyalaya,

Competition of the YMBA was conducted on 3rd June
2017 at the Association’s Main Auditorium at Borella. The
Chief Guest on the occasion was Mrs. Kausalya Fernando,
Prominent Drama Artiste and Visiting Lecturer, University
of Sri Jayawardhanapura.

While around 50 Drama Troupes representing Schools
and Dhamma Schools from the whole Island participated
in the Competition Musaeus College of Colombo carried
the First Prize with their production of Short Drama titled
“Bhava Tanha”. The Outstanding Directors’ Prize was
awarded to Mrs. D. Thelma Abygunasekara of Musaeus
College staff.

The Second Prize was won by Bodhimaluwa Dhamma
School, Ja-Ela for its production of the Drama titled “Just

Horana for its short drama titled “Fine Trap”. Fourth Prize
was won by Sirimavo Bandaranayake Vidyalaya for its
Short Drama titled “Golden Fishing Nets”.

Best Performance Award as Male Character was won
by Nethmi Mayadunne of Musaeus College while the
Best Performance Award as Female Character was won by
Teshini Liyana of Sirimavo Bandaranayake Vidyalaya.

Additionally Consolation Prizes were awarded to
Competing Schools that reached the Levels from the Fifth
to the Tenth in order of Merit. Cash Prizes were awarded
as incentives to Outstation Schools that failed to enter the
Final Round. Out of the Troupes that centered the Final
Round, Best Performers were awarded 8 Appreciation
awards and Certificates of Merit.



CERTIFICATE of
EXCELLENCE
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‘/‘( Arika is a unique boutique villa upgraded )‘( Arika is situated 15 minutes from the
to meet International Standards, nestled Dambulla Town with convenient access
amongst nature, adjoining the Dambulu Oya. to all places of Tourist Interest in the
An ideal place to rest and relax “where time Cultural Triangle.
stands still”.

Arika offers you;

Y Spacious private rooms with modern facilities and personalised services.

)‘( A Fusion Menu where the meals are prepared according to guest preferences and
meal time are flexible.

Valid for Sri Lankans and Resident Expatriates;

30% discount for Credit/Debit Cards
on

Full Board and Half Board accommodation
Valid till 30th Sep 2017

W: arikavilla.com E: info@arikavilla.com Tel: 011 7 529529
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