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Sir D.B. JAYATILAKA

S ince this Editorial is presented as
a tribute to an eminent personality,
it is relevant to reproduce an extract
from a speech he delivered in 1927
while presiding over the Annual
General Meeting of Pannipitiya
Young Men’s Buddhist Association
which embodies a cogent view point
expressed by him on this occasion. He
remarked —

“We observe how the wave of
serious crimes committed in this
country is mounting steadily day by
day. You should reflect as to why in a
country where the doctrine of Non-
Violence and Compassion and Mercy
towards animals has been preached
and promulgated, the incidence of
crime is so rampant. If we need to
reduce the incidence of crime it is
imperative that we should discipline
ourselves initially and take action to
discipline our neighbours thereafter.
This objective can be achieved by
imparting a religion-based education
to children from young days. Colombo
YMBA has inaugurated a programme
for promoting a programme of
Dhamma School education with this
objective. It is the obligation of every
Buddhist in this country to give his
children the gift of the Dhamma”

Although this utterance was
made by Sir D.B. Jayatilaka who
was a well read intellectual at a time

as far back as 1927 it embodies a
message that is equally relevant for
the Sri Lanka Society of today. Why
it is so is perfectly clear. The Sri
Lankan society of today is engulfed
in a more ruinous spate of moral
degeneration than the time when
this exhortation was made. It would
certainly be positively beneficial for
the Buddhist population of today to
institute a realistic investigation into
the meaning and significance of Sir
Baron’s pronouncements and activities
at this time when his 150th Birth
Anniversary is Commemorated with
due veneration. Since one can observe
that all the obligations and duties in
the fields of maintenance of Dhamma
Schools and the proper organization
and planning of Dhamma School
education have been influenced by an
attitude of indifference.

It behaves to be mentioned that
the understanding of his duties and
obligations towards his country, nation
and religion of Sir Don Baron who
was born on the 13™ of February
1868 was cultured and polished by
the profound influence exercised
from his young days by Venerable
Ratmalane Sri Dharmaloka Nayaka
Thera, Principal of Vidyalankara
Pirivena Peliyagoda. Although he
commenced his Elementary School
education as a pupil of Baptist School,

Waragoda and continued at Wesley
College, at that time located in
Colombo Pettah, the true foundation
of his admirable character and
personality as an exemplary Sinhala
Buddhist youth was the product of
his close association with Venerable
Dharmaloka Maha Thera.

We can identify as the turning
point of his career the event of his
facing the Interview Board of the
Department of Land Settlement on his
application for the Post of Clerk in the
Department.

The Head of the Department who
chaired the Interview Board felt that
the young applicant had a great future
elsewhere and remarked to him.

“Young man, you are too good for
this job. You have a great future strive
with endeavor.” and encouraged him
to continue further studies without
seeking employment at the young age.

Jayatilaka, who had by this
time passed the Cambridge Senior
Examination was appointed as the
Principal of Dharmaraja College, in
Kandy by Buddhist Theosophical
Society. At the time he was appointed
to this prestigious post he was a youth
of 22 years of age. We have reason
to believe that it was at this time that
Jayalitaka who had already acquired a
clear and precise understanding of the
state of Buddhist Education,




The problems faced by the
Buddhist Public and the arbitrary rule
of the British Colonial Government
initiated his campaign to resurrect the
true status of the Buddhist population
and to restore to them their due rights.
Being convinced that pursuing further
studies was a task more important
than the activities he was already
engaged in he pursued this objective
and secured the B.A, and M.A degrees
of Calcutta University. The message
he communicated to the youth of
the country regarding the paramount
importance of education and securing
their future was magnificent and
inspiring. In one of his public
addresses he made the following
remark.

“My sole expectation is to serve
my motherland. Today’s youth are the
leaders of tomorrow. Their hearts are
free from fear. They do not recoil from
problems. My youth is the Secret of
my Success”

Dharmaraja College of Kandy
achieved remarkable progress during
the period Jayatilaka was Principal.
The outcome of this progress was his
appointment as the Vice Principal of
Ananda College, Colombo by the
Buddhist Theosophical Society in
1898. He was elevated to the Post
of Principal in 1900. At Ananda
College he not only flowered out as
an exceptionally talented Principal
but he demonstrated his wisdom and
acumen to place Ananda in the proper
perspective of School education.

A notable outcome of his success
was the emergence of Ananda
College as a foremost Buddhist
educational institution achieving
on outstanding record of success at
Public Examinations superseding the
Missionary Schools that were by this
time dominating the arena of School
Education.

Mr. P. de. S. Kularatne, who was
another eminent Principal of Ananda
College of a later date has made the
following comment regarding the
service record of Jayatilaka:

“D. B. Jayatilaka was the
illustrious individual who

By the time of his
demise on 29th of May,
1944, he had completed
Serving Colombo Y. M.

B. A. as its President for
continuous period of 46
years since 1898. His
services to the Y.M.B.A
during this period were
stupendous. Patriotic
Buddhists of this country
are, in duty, bound to,
eternally, Commemorate
the exemplary Services
rendered to them by Sir
D. B. Jayatilaka, who
excelled in every field he
dominated particularly in
the roles of a profound
intellectual, a perceptive
politician and a dauntless
thinker.

manifestly demonstrated that
Buddhist Schools under Sri Lankan
Buddhist Management can impart a
comprehensive education in no way
inferior in quality to that provided
by Missionary Schools under alien
Christian Management.”

The Service that Jayatilaka
rendered to Ananda College provided
to the Buddhist Theosophical Society
that was engaged in the pioneering and
stupendous task of opening

Buddhist Schools in various parts
of the Island a strong impetus that
enabled the Society to accomplish its
task successfully.

With the objective of enabling
the Sinhala population to use their
mother tongue with a scientific finesse
he volunteered to accept the task of
Editorial Management of the Sinhala
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Etymological Dictionary. In the field of
classical Sinhala literature over which
he already possessed an authoritative
mastery he produced refined editions
of a number of celebrated Sinhala
texts such as Dhampiya Atuva
Getapadaya, Saddharma Ratnavaliya,
and Sikavalanda Vinisa, and got them
printed and published. Whilst being
engaged in his legal studies in England
he promoted the propagation of the
Temperance Movement that had been
inaugurated in Sri Lanka by patriotic
citizens.

By the time of his demise on 29th
of May, 1944, he had completed
serving Colombo Y. M. B. A. as its
President for continuous period of
46 years since 1898. His services
to the Y.M.B.A during this period
were stupendous. Patriotic Buddhists
of this country are, in duty, bound
to, eternally, Commemorate the
exemplary Services rendered to
them by Sir D. B. Jayatilaka, who
excelled in every field he dominated
particularly in the roles of a profound
intellectual, a perceptive politician and
a dauntless thinker.

His life was supremely outstanding.
He was an intellectual endowed with
an inexhaustible fund of Courage and
a perceptive vision, a noble personage
who served the causes of his country,
nation and religion with an immaculate
perception, and a national hero in no
way indebted to his mother Land.

Prescribing the Biography of
Sir D. B. Jayatilaka as a mandatory
reading text for all Sri Lankan students
would be an inestimable service to the
Buddhist Community of Sri Lanka.

Let us resolve on this day of
Commemoration of the 150 Birth
Anniversary of Sir D. B. Jayatilaka
to propagate, to as wide a circles
as possible, the record of his
magnanimous services to the Sri
Lankan Nation as a National Leader of
All Time.

Sunil S. Sirisena
Editor-in-Chief
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e very often believe that we
have total control over the
manner in which we think. Most
of us do not realize that there are
forces that push our thinking in
directions we do not intend them
to shift. A careful investigation
into the manner in which our
consciousness behaves will give us
informatoin about our own thinking
patterns, mostly not known to us.
These forces that drive our thinking
in various directions are present,

but not recognized by us. When we
study the Buddha Dhamma these
become apparent and we find that
we have in fact known them but
have ignored them as insignificant.
These phenomena are termed as
Latent Dispositions or Anusaya
Dhamma.

Latent dispositions are
defilements which lie un-noticed,
rising to the surface only when
they meet with suitable conditions.
These defilements have three
levels of existence. Anusaya is
the dormant state. Parivuttana is
the moment of igniting or rising
to surface. Vytikrama is when in
action. The subjects can be dealt

with individually and we will notice
tht each one of them will have these
three stages of action. Anusaya
Dhamma affects our lives in many
ways.
There are seven of them.
(1)Sensual lust
(2)Attachment to existence
(3)Aversion
(4)Conceit
(5)Wrong view
(6)Doubt
(7)Ignorance
1.Sensual lust

Sensual lust is Kama Raga. It is
also one of the Fetters (sanyojana).
In the list of Hindrances it is termed
as Sense desire.



This is the attraction to subjects
that give sensual pleasures. The
attraction is so strong that one will
tend to grasp the objects with greed
which may develop to clinging. The
word “Ragal” is used in the sense
as a fire burning the individual
who is affected by the force. It
can also be further classified as
material desires where the greed
is for material objects. Defilement
desire is where the desire to satisfy
the five sense doors is strong. All
attractive subjects have an effect
of making the person want them.
Possessive greed is what is known
as Sensual lust. Passion is a feeling
that gets erupted and keeps burning

the mind and matter of the person
so affected.
This is an inherent weakness
in human nature. But we do not
recognize it as anything harmful.
We call it in many beautiful names
adored by us. Love, Affection,
Kindness, Generosity, are some of
the names in which this is known. It
is most often valued as a divine gift.
But we do not realize that most of
our sad feelings originate from this
desire. We suffer many forms of ill
effects due to this weakness. The
word Kama refers to all types of
pleasures we seek as gratifications
demanded by the sense faculties.
The body calls for fine and pleasing
touch. Tongue calls for tasty food.
Sometimes wants intoxicating
drinks. Nose wants aromatic
fragrances. Ear wants music. Eye
wants all types of visual objects for
the satisfaction of the eye. There
is no end to this desire. We cannot
find the saturation point in them and
hence end up unsatisfied.
2.Attachment to existence
Having studied the comforts
available in the material and
immaterial spheres (Brahma loka)
one gets the desire to be born in
them. The persons who seek
birth in these celestial worlds
are people who have gained
much higher meditative
states. They are the people
who strive for Rupa
Jhana and Arupa Jhana.
Very often they have a
wrong concept that the
life in these abodes is
. eternal. Such wrong
15
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beliefs will hinder the progress to
emancipation. When we consider
the human life we observe that men
and women do not wish to change
whatever positions they are now in.
The reluctance to move from one
house to another, changing jobs,
moving from one country to another
are some examples of the localized
effects of this weakness. While the
spiritually developed cling to the
desire to have better abodes, ones in
the bad abodes experiencing the bad
effects of their bad kamma, will still
want to continue in them. That is
why it is difficult to move beggars
from the poor states to riches.
3.Aversion

The explosive effect in behaviour
due to the adverse reaction to
an event is aversion. Anger that
starts small can develop into many
disastrous levels when harboured
and allowed to grow. Aversion
creates unpleasantness to others as
well as self. The angered person
suffers many dangerous changes in
his body and the biological system.
There are nine ways he looks at
any situation and develops the
aversion. Such defiled feelings can
be carried forward in the samsara
by converting them to Badda Vira.
4.Conceit

Conceit is not just pride. It
is a measurement of others in
comparision to self. Some may
be considered above you, some as
equals and some others as lower
than you. All three measurements
have been discouraged by the
Buddha. We should not pass
judgement on others.
5.Wrong view

Wrong view is a wrong opinion
on subjects. In explanation of this
subject it is said that the bad can
be accepted as good, good can
be rejected as bad. If you have
an opinion you will be reluctant
to accept any other views. Any
comments not in favor of your own
view may be considered destructive.
Such people have problems in
studying Dhamma.
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6.Doubt

Doubt in the Dhamma is
specified. It is the doubt in the
Buddha, Dhamma, Sangha,

whether there is a mother,
whether there is a father, whether
you lived in the previous lives,
whether there will be future
rebirths, whether there are results
for actions as Kusal or Akusal.
People with doubt very often
think they are more educated than
others and tend to express opinions
completely wrong. Sometimes
academic knowledge may not be
conducive to learning of Dhamma.
7.lgnorance

Ignorance is the lack of

knowledge of the Four Noble Truth.

It is compared to a blinding shield
preventing one from seeing the true
state of things. The actual state of
impermanenu, unsatisfactoryness
and non self is not seen by persons
who are blinded by ignorance.
These Dhammas remain
dormant most of the time. We do
not recognize them as they are not
prominent in us all the time. It must
be helped by the suitable conditions
or the opportunity for its effects to
be shown. When a handsome male
or a beautiful attractive female is

A

met, Kama Raga is activated and

is incorporated with the javana
thoughts. Sometimes the urge so
experienced is subdued and settled
with no further action. But when the
urge is extended and put to action

This is an inherent
weakness in human
nature. But we do not

recognize it as anything
harmful. We call it in

many beautiful names
adored by us. Love,

Affection, Kindness,

Generosity, are some of
the names in which this
is known. It is most often
valued as a divine gift.
But we do not realize
that most of our sad
feelings originate from
this desire. We suffer
many forms of ill effects
due to this weakness.
The word Kama refers
to all types of pleasures
we seek as gratifications
demanded by the sense
faculties.

that moment is called Vytikrama.
This is where shame and fear of
wrong doing “Lajja - Bhaya” helps
to stop the wrong thinking. This

is how the mediation instructors

get carried away by the contact of
female devotees. These are dangers
in our thinking process, if not
tackled in time give harmful results.

Intelligent Buddhists must be
cautious of them and be on the
guard to prevent them from taking
hold of you. The most common
subject is aversion. We lose control
of ourselves and flair up easiliy. If
we are conscious of the possible
flaring up, we can be on the lookout
for such instances and prevent them
from acting badly due to lack of
control. If you are conscious of the
fact that these Dhamma are present
in you, every opportunity for them
to get active can be avoided.

May the triple gem bless you and
keep you happy, trouble free and
may your upward path be smooth
and fast.

Theruwan saranai.




Buddhist

February - 2017

‘ ] f
’rs The cycle of perpetual Wandering,

The dependence of each other - arising
Is called Patticca Samuppada,
ep e n e n C e Which is a rolling phenomena,
Forming itself the living being
® Pushing the wheel of the being
Of Pa f’ C C a Of course, it is matter of being
From life to life is Samsara - the continuation
Starting from the ignorance

Sa m upp a da - Linking its natural confidence
Which is reviving Karma
'Y X Gathered by the being purposely
A V ’ a This forming pushes the wheel of existence,
l ] Un to twelve dependences
Clearly proclaimed by the Buddha,
The Omniscient One, but he is also

A wondering Ultra Supra, Supramundane Being,
What is this ignorance,

So easy as to find it

It is the first and foremost

Push to the wheel

Empowered by the mortality,

And welded by the lathe of ‘Thanha’

To it, Maha Satta, the Buddha

Has stabilized the meaning - ‘Avijja’

Because it arises Sankara - ‘activity

It pushes the wheel of life on twelve stages
Which then come by, come by

Wheels within wheels

The start of this cycling is a one to one dependent
formula

But at twelfth dependence

The back-looking corner jara Marana

Which is interested in catching again ‘Avijja’,
Rewinds the wheel unto it - the beginning

This runs reverse order from the end,

To the mortal, being is a fully puzzled - confusion
But wise men break the wheel

At the weak point-the crack

As all Arhath did.

H.D. Jayasooriya

Poet, Abhidhamma teacher
Kolonnawa Tisarana English
Dhamma School

Mobile 0718618266
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r WALTER

THALAGODAPITIYA,
in his ten interesting vignettes
published recently, says of Sir
Baron Jayatilaka :

“It was also during his period
at Ananda that the YMBA was
first formed at Colombo in 1898,
with the laudable aim of bringing
together the young men of Colombo
to a Buddhist atmosphere, where
they could relax of an evening

O
olr' Baron

or become acquainted with their
ancient religion. Jayatilaka was its
first President and continued to hold
office till he died. He kept the initial
enthusiasm from flagging, and it

is undoubtedly due to his efforts
that the institution has grown to the
position it holds today”.

It is in the fitness of
things that the Colombo
YMBA, in celebrating the
centenary of Sir Baron’s
birth, established a library
in his memory so that the
Buddhists, young and
old from Colombo and
elsewhere could relax of
an evening in a Buddhist
atmosphere whilst becoming
acquainted with their ancient
religion.

In the October 1966 issue of
“The Buddhist” the then Editor Mr
C.D.S. Siriwardena, in referring to
the need for a “Fitting monument
to the personality of the great
Buddhist Leader”, said that
“it should take the form of
some institute which will help
to carry on the great work
when Sir Baron Jayatilaka
started during his life-time
and perhaps left undone”.

With the increasing
interest shown in Buddhism
and Buddhist culture, both in
Ceylon and abroad, the need
for a library containing recent
publications on Buddhism
was greatly felt.
FOUNDER-PRESIDENT

It is only fitting that this
library, built, furnished and
equipped at considerable cost
should be named after the
Founder President, Sir Baron
Jayatilaka, who in his last will
gifted all his books and rare
manuscripts to the YMBA.

The Sir Baron Jayatilake
Memorial Library, popularly
known as the YMBA Library,
is unique in that it is centrally
situated in the heart of Fort,
but in a pleasant, quiet
setting adjoining the Coconut
Board and behind the Times
Building.
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Though not so well known
as some of our older libraries,
numerous readers are getting
accustomed to spending hours
of delightful reading in the
comfortable, well-lit interior of this
spacious modern building.

Among its 5000 volumes and
54 periodicals, they find reading
material for study, research and
relaxed light, reading.

Thus, they are able to learn more
about Buddhism, the national and
cultural heritage and to keep abreast
of knowledge. Readers are provided
with popular magazines as well.
The stock of books covers a wide
range of subjects.

OLAS

The library has 97 well-
preserved Ola manuscripts which
were donated by Sir Baron.

Some of these, such as Dampiya
Atuwawa, Saddharma Ratnavaliya,
Sikhavalanda Vinisa, Jataka
Katha Potha and Jataka Atuwa
Getapadaya, remind one of Sir
Baron’s own erutide editions

of these classical works. This
collection of Ola manuscripts will
be of interest not only to scholars
of classical Sinhalese, but also

to cultural anthropologists and
historians.

The library is well stocked with
books on Buddhism. Different
editions of the Tripitaka such as
the A.P. de Soysa translations, the
Buddha Jayanthi Tripitaka Series
and Pali Text Society publications,
and other books of use to research
scholars are available for reference.

“The Buddhist” which appeared
first in 1898 and in 1902, became
the journal of the Colombo YMBA,
gives an unbroken record of the
contribution of the YMBA to the
revival of Buddhism in Ceylon.

A volume of these early issues of
“The Buddhist” which are available
in the library is indeed a rare and
invaluable source book. As the
only English journal published by
Buddhists in the period of British
domination, a perusal of its contents

The library is well
stocked with books on
Buddhism. Different
editions of the Tripitaka
such as the A.P. de
Soysa translations,
the Buddha Jayanthi
Tripitaka Series and Pali
Text Society publications,
and other books of use
to research scholars are
available for reference.

is a must for any historian.

The Colombo YMBA is deeply
indebted to the invaluable advice
and assistance given by the late Mr
S.G. Blok in setting up the library.

The Library Board which
consists of Messrs C.D.S.
Siriwardene, S.F. de Silva.

N. Q. Dias, K.N. Jayatilake, T.G.
Piyadasa and Sinha Basnayake,
among others, welcome any
suggestions for the improvement of
the library.

Although no records are
available as to its beginning, in
the early decades of the century a
small library served the English
reading public of Colombo, when
the YMBA, Headquarters were at
Maradana Walauwa (later Pavillion
Hotel).

In 1916, it was enriched by the
addition of the Simon Hewavitarana
Library which was reputed to be
the largest and the best collection
of English Buddhist literature in the
Island.

RESEARCH

In later years, it was
supplemented by gifts of books
by Mr. E.A.L. Wijayawardena,
and Dr. C.A. Hewavitharana and
recently, by Mr. Upali Ramage, the
Past Pupils’ Association of Visakha
Vidyalaya and several other
benefactors.

There could possibly be quite a
number of invaluable collections
of books which are not available in
print now but are of use to research
workers. These collections may
not be of interest to those who will
inherit them but the owners may be
reluctant to part with them fearing
that the books will not be looked
after properly.

When Mr. Upali Ramage
donated his valuable collection
to the Library he stipulated that
the books be kept in the cupboard
which was also given by him and
that part of the collection be used
for reference in the Library itself
and not be lent to members.

If you have a book which you
enjoyed reading and would wish
to share the pleasure with others,
please send it to the Librarian, Sir
Baron Jayatilaka Library, YMBA
Building.
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Elders of the Gamini
Matha Home on their
Annual Pilgrimage

to Kataragama
Kirivehera.
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Mr. Sumedha Amerasinghe, President of the Association receiving blessings at the Annual
Dane of the Association held on 08" January 2017.
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At the commemoration ‘pinkama’ of the Past Presidents of the Association held on

08" January 2017. Mr. Sumedha Amerasinghe, President, a member of the Governors

Mr. Suren Abeygoonasekera, Vice Presidents Deshabandu Tilak de Zoysa, Mr. Maddumage
Ariyaratne, Mr. Kusumabandu Samarawickrama, members of the Board of Management
Mr. Sunil S. Sirisena, Mr. Gamini Wimalasuriya, Mr. Ranjaka Ariyaratne are blessing the

departed Presidents.
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The participation of the members of the School
Development Committee of the Association at the
‘Nutrition and Development of Education’ programme
held at WP/KE/Wedamulla Maha Vidyalaya on

11" January 2017 which is aided by the school
development project of the Association.

Mr. Kusumabandu Samarawickrama, Vice President,
Mr. Mahendra Jayasekera, Hony. General Secretary
and Mr. Sunil S. Srisena, Secretary of the project is
seen donating items to the children.
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Senior Vice-President,
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he 150th birth anniversary

of Sir Baron Jayatilaka,
former leader of the State
Council and Minister of Home
Affairs as well as the first
President of the Colombo
YMBA, is on the 13th of
February 2018.

Born in 1868, in the village
of Waragoda in Kelaniya,

Sir Baron had his very early
education at Vidyalankara
Privena in Peliyagoda where
he studied at the feet of

the scholar monk, the Ven.
Ratmalane Sri Dharmaloka
Thera, reputed for his
knowledge of Pali, Sanskrit
and Buddhist Philosophy.

Later, his secondary
education was at Wesley
College, Colombo.

It is said that on leaving school
Sir Baron sought employment as a
clerk in the Department of Lands
but the interview board commented
that he is too good for the post and
observing his potentialities advised
him to pursue further studies.

Graduating from the University
of Calcutta in 1896, Sir Baron
proceeded to the U.K. and obtained
a First class Degree from Jesus
College, Oxford, in 1913 and a
Masters Degree from the same
University a few years later. He was

also admitted as a Barrister—at—Law
of Lincolns Inn and later took oaths
as an Advocate of the Supreme
Court of Ceylon.

During his days at Oxford he
was invited at short notice to read a
Paper on Buddhism at the Congress
of Religions in Berlin in Germany.
His address was well received and a
leading newspaper in Berlin carried
the full translation in the German
Language. In his Oxford stay Sir
Baron also delivered public lectures
on Buddhism at York, Liverpool,
Coventry and Bristol.

BUDDHISTLEADER

Soon after the
establishment of the Colombo
Young Men’s Buddhist
Association (YMBA) in
January, 1898, Sir Baron
was invited to be its first
President, a position he held
without interruption until his
death in 1944, a period of
46 years. Among his many
contributions to develop and
expand this Association to
occupy an important position
in the Buddhist affairs of the
country, was the conduct of
Dhamma examinations for
students of Dhamma Schools.
These Dhamma examinations
were conducted throughout
the island and was highly
appreciated and valued both
by the Dhamma schools and
Dhamma students. Often the
certificates issued on passing
this examination at various
levels and specially the final
examination, are framed
and hung on the walls of the
houses of relevant students.

He became the Principal of that
College in the following years at
the tender age of 30 years and also
held the post of General Manager of
Buddhist schools of the BTS. The
BTS at that time was responsible
for the conduct and management of
a large number of Buddhist schools
scattered all over the island.

Sir Baron was an exemplary
Buddhist. He had a profound
understanding of the Dhamma and
took great efforts to practice the
Dhamma in his daily life.

b
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It is said that he carried a concise
copy of the Dhammapada in his
pocket to read when he is free.

By meditation and reflection, he
developed a mental serenity and
tranquility that enabled him to
remain calm and unruffled in the
hustle and bustle of life and face
success and failure with equanimity.

Taking to active politics he was
elected uncontested to represent the
Colombo District in the reformed
Legislative Council of 1924. In
the new State Council of 1931 Sir
Baron was returned uncontested
for the Kelaniya seat and re-
elected unopposed once again in
the election of 1936. From 1931
to 1942 he was the Leader of the
State Council and Minister of
Home Affairs. He resigned from
Ministerial Office in 1942 to accept
an appointment as Ambassador
for Ceylon in India to expedite
the resolution of mutual problems
between the two countries. Two
years thereafter, Sir Baron was
taken seriously ill and passed away
on 31st May 1944 while on the way
to Colombo from New Delhi by air.

Thus, came to an end the fruitful
life of a great Buddhist teacher and
leader, well known oriental scholar,
able educationist and a dedicated
statesman. A man of impeccable
integrity, his sincerity of purpose in
his endeavors for Buddhism and the
country was acknowledged by both
supporters and opponents.

May this worthy son of Sri
Lanka attain early the Supreme
Bliss of Nibbana.

May all beings be well and

happy.

22/4, Kalyani Road,
Colombo 6.
Telephone- Res. -
0112586084

Mobile -
0718432319

mystic scenery before you
on the waters
in full swing
of creation
of lights
in stillness and silence
now so clear
light-hearted energy
that brings peace to us
and eternal love
so incredible
for your delighted self
you are burdenless now
without wants
the sparking love
pure forever
gently rippling waters
- giving enormous inspiration
and joy
bringing your palms together
g with veneration of happiness
f with the rippling waters
;o before me
for my joyous eyes
dhamma so subtle
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GAMINI MATHA SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT
ELDERS HOME PROJECT - 2ND PHASE

ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE In consultation with the Ministry of Education the

Association selected WP/Ke/Wedamulla Maha Vidyalaya
of Kelaniya as the beneficiary school for the 2nd phase

of the above programme. The Association donated items
needed to the Science, Home Science and English section
of the school and also inaugurated a programme to provide
a free meal for children of Primary section for 2 days of
the week at a ceremony held on 11th January 2017 with the
participation of President, Vice President, Hony. General
Secretary and the Secretary of the project.

Last year’s annual pilgrimage of
Gamini Matha Elders Home inmates
was conducted on 28th January
2016 to Kataragama sacred area.
Elders were able to visit Kirivehera,
Kataragama Devale and other
important places of worship.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The 118th Annual General Meeting of the Association was held on 05th November 2016 at the
Borella Main Hall.

Two minutes silence was observed to remember the departed members after the ceremonial
inauguration by lighting of the traditional Oil Lamp.

President Mr. Sumedha Amerasinghe welcomed all members who were present and Ven.
Mederipitiye Chandrawansa Thero delivered an Anusasana.

The minutes of the meeting held on 29th November 2015 were unanimously approved by the
members.

The Annual report for 2016 was unanimously passed and ratified without amendments.

The under mentioned Office Bearers and eight members for Board of Management were
elected uncontested for the year 2016/2017.

President Hony. Treasurer
Mr. Sumedha Amerasinghe Mr. Prasantha Abeykoon
Vice Presidents
Board of Management
Mr. C. Rajah Kuruppu
Deshabandu Tilak de Zoysa Mr. Nalin J. Abeyesekere
Mr. Maddumage Ariyaratne Mr. Lakshan Goonetilleke
Mr. Kusumabandu Samarawickrama Mr. M.S.R.Ariyaratne
Mr. Mahesh Mallawaratchie Major. W.M.Weerasooriya
Mr. Sunil Karunanayake
Hony. General Secretary Dr. D. Samson Rajapakse

Prof. Sampath Ameratunga

Mr. Mahendra Jayasekera Major General A.M.U. Seneviratne



ANNUAL ALMS GIVING

On 08th January 2017 the Annual Alms
Giving was held to pass the merits to the
demised founders, past Presidents, Executive
Committee members and staff members.

25 members of Maha Sanga from
Gangarama, Colombo 2, Thilakarathnaramaya,
Borella and the priests who regularly attend the
Association’s religious activities were invited to
this occasion.

Ven. Aparakke, Dhammananda Thero
of Gangarama delivering the anushasana,
highlighted the importance of event
and Ven. Morawake Shantha Thero of
Thilakarathnarama and Migadaya Buddhist
Center at Pore Athurugiriya conducted the
‘Punniyanumodana’.

ONE-DAY WORKSHOP ON TEACHER
TRAINING, LEADERSHIP TRAINING
PROGRAMME FOR STUDENT
LEADERS AND AWARENESS
PROGRAMME FOR PARENTS

The 21st workshop/seminar of the above programme
was successfully conducted at Badulla Central College on
06th November 2016.

Uva YMBA, Divisional Secretariat Badulla and
Sasanarakshaka Mandalaya Badulla jointly participated
in this workshop where 123 teachers, 106 prefects and 42
parents were present. We also organized a Health clinic
& distribution of spectacles jointly with the “Helpage Sri
Lanka”.

The President, a Vice President and few members of the
Executive Committee attended this one day programme.

Few Cares and Light Livelihood
Appakicco ca Sallahukavutti

I hoarded things for years, my house became a store:
Stacks of statues, pictures, crowding every wall,
Pinching footwear, films, outdated files... What for?
Boxes burst with blankets, bags that block the hall.
A broken bell and basket, screens I do not need,
Piles of aprons, spoons and saucers, cups to spare
Kept untouched in pitch-dark kitchen chests where
insects breed,

Where worms are creeping, spiders hiding. What a
mare!

I close my eyes below the tree, but get no rest:

The films and files need tiding up: they’re in a tangled
heap;

I’1l brush the blankets where the mites have built a
sticky nest;

The cobwebs on the boxes, shoes and screen I soon
should sweep;

Must I not also clean the kitchen cupboards full of dirt?
How sickening to find on cutlery an ugly grub!

Should I not take the fellow off without it getting hurt?
The bronzen statues have turned black and need a
toilsome scrub!

Oh, when will I be free from all these wear’some wares,
Oppressive ornaments, enslaving entertainment?

Don’t these pull down my heart and cause me endless
cares?

For holding onto something slavery is the payment.

I start to clean and clear my crushing clutter

And offer films and statues to my friends and kin,

To neighbours, passers-by, who think I’'m quite a nutter,
Bags and blankets to the poor, the rest I bin.

The night has come. The house is calm.
I’'m seated with an empty palm.

Less fetters there before my face.

I close my eyes. There is great space,
Encompassing vastness now.

Lesson learnt, I’ve sidestepped slough.

From various worries I am free.
So featherlike I love to be!
Within the silence deep in me
The whisper of infinity.

Claudia Weeraperuma

Villa Claudia

338, Chemin du Colombier
83460 Les Arcs-sur-Argens
France

Email : weeraperuma@orange.fr
Website : www.weeraperuma.com
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BRAND NEW VEHICLES AVAILABLE FOR HIRE WITH/WITHOUT DRIVER
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