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Our Future As Buddhists

If not for the presence of the Sublime
Teachings of Supreme Buddha, the
opportunity of leading in this island
of ours, a life enriched at least by an
iota of happiness, free from a affliction
would have been an unattainable dream.
Whatever be the interpretation that one
would offer or whatever be the religion
that each individual professed, it is a
fact that the enlightening radiance that
the teachings of the Buddha diffused,
and the penetrating influence that the
Buddhist Culture exerted remains
closely intervowen with the basic
patterns and practices of all segments
of the society to a greater or lesser
degree. It is unfortunate that we are
constrained to make the observation
that even the learned Venerable Bhikkus
who deliver Buddhist Sermons based on
the material drawn from the Tripitaka
and the Commentaries have shown a
tendency to express, in the course of
their sermons, individual viewpoints
which are contradictory to one another.
Whether impelled by an urge to enhance
their popularity, when these learned
Bhikkhus engage in this type of activity,
in consequence thereof at a time
when devout Buddhists that are bent
on reaching higher levels of spiritual
attainment are getting inspired to listen
to Dhamma discourses with increasing
enthusiasm. Instances have surfaced in
recent times of even the interpretations
of the most fundamental concepts
comprising the essence of Buddhism
such as Impermance (Anicca) ,Suffering
(Dukkha) and Non Self (Anatta) have
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assumed the character of controversial
enigmas.

We notice today, the presence of
learned Bhikkhus who offer practical
guidelines to lay Buddhists on how they
may manage the affairs of their lay lives
based on the foundation of observance
of Five Precepts simultaneously with
preachers who offer their methologies
of how the laymen could shorten
their sojourn in Samsara while
remaining in the state of a worldling.

In consequence of the attempt of the
latter category of preachers to offer their
own interpretation of the concepts of
Dhamma extracted from the Tripitaka
the listeners who assemble to get a

clear understanding of the Dhamma

are subjected to a perplexity regarding
the authenticity of their exegetical
interpretations. Recently the televiewers
had the opportunity of observing a group
of Bhikkus apologizing to the Venerable
Mahanayake Theras and promising not
to continue the pattern of preaching the
Dhamma they had been following so far.
Recently there had appeared a group of
preachers who are propagating a new
archeological hypothesis that the Birth
of the Buddha took place in Sri Lanka.

It is unfortunate that these jealous
Buddhists who are intensely devoted
to the religion are being subjected to a
maze of perplexity by these irrational
individuals who preach the Dhamma
presenting their own interpretation of
the concepts. A semblance of comfort
is now being felt with the news that
a preliminary dialogue has been

initiated amongst the Community

of Bhikkus with the objective of
inaugurating a special Programme
designated Vibhajjavadi Abhidhammika
Sambashana (Analytical Doctrinal
Concourse) and placing this Programme
under the over all supervision and
guidance of the Venerable Mahanayake
Theras.

It has been announced that this
dialogue has been initiated with the
objective of inculcating an awareness of
the Doctrines of Tripitaka in the minds
of members of the Sri Lankan Society.

This is a welcome propensity.
Christian and Islamic clergymen
prohibited from making any
pronouncements of their personal
views outside the limitations of the
Holy Bible and Holy Quran. It is our
stance that the Teachings of the Buddha
should not be interpreted, for whatever
reason according to a diversity of
stand points. Accordingly we offer our
serene veneration to the members of the
Venerable Sangha who have dedicated
themselves earnestly to this Noble Task.

I conclude this brief annotation with
a reference to a pronouncement of the
Buddha highlighting the significance of
the unity amongst the Community of
Sangha —“Happy is Unity amongst the
Sangha (Sukha Sanghassa Samaggi)

May the Blessings of Noble Triple
Gem be with All

Sunil S. Sirisena
Editor- in- chief



Mr. Dayan Pasquel
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[The English translation of an
article compiled by the late most
venerable professor Rerukane

Chandawimala Mahanayaka Thera

for the ‘Sri Dharmarama Sahithya
Ankaya’]

he entire teaching of the

Buddha which had been
preached during His forty five
years of service is twofold, namely
Dhamma and Vinaya. Further the
Vinaya or disciplinary code, is
again divided into two as Vinaya
and Abhivinaya. The Vinaya is
comprised of two books namely
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ANSWERS TO THOSE WHO
CLAIMTHAT ABHIDHAMMA
PITAKA ISNOT A VERBATIM

TEACHING OF THEBUDDHA |

Parajika Pali and Pacittiya Pali
which include the descriptive texts
of the disciplinary precepts such as
Parajika and Sangadisesa that are
generally recited by the monks and
nuns during Pohoya rituals. The
Abhivinaya consists of three Vinaya

books viz. Mahavagga, Cullavagga
and Parivara that describes

the procedures of ordination
(pabbajja or the going forth) ,
higher ordination (upasampada),
determination of boundaries (sima)
Pohoya rituals, termination of
rainy retreats (pavaranaya) and
atoning for Apatti (offences) etc. 1
When the teaching of the Buddha

is divided into separate baskets or
pitaka, both Vinaya and Abhivinaya
comes under Vinaya Pitakaya or the
basket of discipline.

Again, the teaching or Dhamma
is divided into two namely Dhamma
(discourses) and Abhidhamma (the
higher teaching). The Dhamma
are the sermons of the Buddha
delivered for various persons at
various places depending on their
characters, mentalities and the
purpose of their visiting. Sutta
is another name for them. The
teaching where the ultimate realities
such as Citta (mind), Cetasika
(mental concomitants), Rupa
(matter) and Nibbana (deliverance)
are analytically expounded, is called
Abidhamma. In other words, the
prakaranas (special compilations)
namely Dhammasangani, Vibhanga,
Dhathukatha, Puggala Pannatti,
Kathavattu, Yamaka and Patthana
are known as Abidhamma. When
the Buddha’s teaching is divided
into baskets (pitaka), these seven
prakaranas are included under
Abidhamma Pitaka whereas the
remaining discourses are classified
under Sutta Pitaka.
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The Abidhamma is the subject
which examines the basic elements
that the entire animate and
inanimate word is made out of. the
process of their coming into being,
their generational existence, the
dwindling away of the generations
of, matter, the specific energies
of the matter and the resultant
products of them etc in detail.
Furthermore the Abidhamma Pitaka
illustrates the phenomena such as
skilful actions (Kusala Dhamma),
their different forms of energies, the
resultant effects of those energies
and the process of becoming of the
sentient being’ again and again,
from birth to birth, that takes place
without transmigrating anything
from this world to the next.

The Sutta Pitaka can be
compared to a bundle of
prescriptions written by a physician
after examining a group of
patients, one after the other. But
it is impossible one to become a
physician by reading thousands
of such medical prescriptions
whatsoever, similarty however
much one studies the Sutta Pitaka
one cannot be a master of the
Buddhist philosophy with a clear
understanding. Hence, if one
wants to be a true master of the
Buddha’s teaching and an authentic
orator of the dhamma, one should
necessarily learn the Abhidharma
Pitaka or the higher teaching of the
Buddha. The preacher of Dhamma
who is ignorant of Abidhamma,
is likely to make mistakes at
various points. For that reason the
commentary of the Maha Gosingha
Sutta says thus;

“sukhumam pana cittantaraig
khandhantaram dhatvantaram
ayatanantaram jhanokkantikam
arammamokkantikam
angavavatthanam
arammmavavatthanam
angasankantam
arammatzasankantam
ekato vaddhanam ubhato
vaddhananti abhidhammika
dhammakathikasseva pakatam.

S
Anabhiaihammiko hi dhamman
kathento - “ayam sakavado
ayam paravado”ti na janati.
Sakavadam dipessamiti jayavadam
dipeti, paravadam dipessamiti
sakavadam dipeti dhammantaram
visamvacdetti. Abbhibammiko
sakavadam sakavadaniyiimeneva,
paravadam paravachmiyameneva
dipeti, dhammataram na
visamvadeti.”
The Attasalini (The
expositor), the commentary of
the Dhammasanghani, comments
on the Abhidhammikas (the
Abhidhamma educated) and
Anabhidhammikas (the non
Abhidhamma educated) as follows.
Abhidhammika bhikkhuyeva
kira dhammakathika nama, avasesa
dhammakatham kathentapi na
dhammakathika. Kasma? Te hi
dhammam kathenta kammantaram
vipakantaram ruparupaparicchedam
dhammantaram alolveta
kathenti. Abhidhammika pana
dhammantaram analolenti. Tama
abhidhammiko bhikkhu dhammam
kathetu va ma va, pucchita kale
pana panham kathesseatti. Ayamera
ekantadhammakathiko nama hoti.”
Accordingly those who wish
to have a clear and accurate
knowledge of Buddhism, should
resolve to learn the Abhidhamma
Pitaka. The most fruitful and
precious part of the Buddha’ s
teaching is Abhidhamma Pitaka.
However, the background story
of the Attasalini confirms that
there had been sophists who used
to claim that Abhidhamma was
not a verbatim teaching of the
Buddha’ even during the era when
the commentaries were being
compiled. The 23rd page of the
Attasalini contains an account of
the way how one such sophist was
comprehensively defeated by an
Abhidhammic monk by logically
breaking his baseless argument.
Even today, some European
scholars those who are keen
to underrate the Buddhism, to
be wildier followers and those

;

A
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who like to ruin the faith of the
Buddhists tactfully, say that
“Abhidhamma Pitaka did not exist
when the Buddha was alive, It
didn’t exist by the time the first
and second Buddhist councils were
held, Abhidhamma Pitaka is not
the word of Buddha and it could
be assumed that Abhidhamma
Pitaka had been compiled during
the period between the second and
the third Buddhist councils”. Even
some of the local Buddhists those
who ‘venerate’ such European
literati more than the Buddha, tend
to admit such views and speak
very high of them here and there.
One such elder Buddhist monk
who appreciate those views has
now started to fill the blanks and
correct the errors of Abhidhamma.
We would like to remind that
elder monk that it is a perilous act,
nothing less than trying to charm
snakes without knowing the mantra
right.

It is a well-known fact,
mentioned in numerous places
of the literature that the Buddha
had preached the Abhidhamma
Pitaka in the seventh year after
attaining the Buddhahood. The
Vinaya Pitaka came into being
years after the compilation of the
Abhidhamma Pitaka. It could be
possibly inferred that even the
Sutta Pitaka must have had only a
little portion of its entire text by the
time the Abhidhamma Pitaka was
expounded. Therefore there is no
doubt that majority of the Buddhist
monkhood who lived in that era
must have used the Abhidhamma
Pitaka. The reason behind the
availability of the material
pertaining to the Abhidhamma in
various places of the two baskets
namely Sutta and Vinaya, to which
the believers of the 'Abhidhamma
Pitaka is not the word of Buddha’
use to call the verbatim teaching
of the Buddha, is that the
Abhidhamma’s obvious prevalence
and usage among the then-current
community of monks.




¢ ]

The 72nd Paciti in the Anapatti
vara of the Pacittiya Pali found
in Vinaya Pitaka contains the
following text.

“Anapatti na vivannetu
kamo, ingha tava suttante va
gathaye va abhidhammam va
pariyapunassu. Paccha pi vinayam
pariyapunissati’ti bhanati. "

There is no reason to mention
about the Abhidhamma in the above
description of that Vinaya precept.
in the Abhidhamma Pitaka was not
prevalent in Buddha’s time.

In addition to that, the 12th
precept of cattupahana veggi which
belongs to the Bhikkhuni Vibhanga
of Pacittiya Pali has the following
text in its description.

“suttante okasam karapetva
vinayam va abhidhammam va
pucchati, apatti pacittiyassa.

Vinaye okasam karapetva
suttantam va abhidhammam va -
pucchati, apatti pacittiyassa.

Abhidhamme okasam karaipetva
suttantam va vinayam va pucchati,
apatti pacittiyassa.”

In these texts, the three baskets
of 'suttanta - vinaya - abhidhmma’
have been mentioned very clearly.
If the Dhamma which has been
depicted by the word 'Abhidhamma’
in the above text is something else
other than the Abhidhamma Pitaka,
What is that? This question should
be answered by the people who
claim that Abhidhamma did not
exist in the Buddha’s time. They
have nothing to answer the above
question with. Although there are
many other texts that carry the
material about Abhidhamma in both
Sutta Pitaka and Vinaya Pitaka,
since the above two Vinaya texts
which have been quoted with a view
to demolish the fictitious idea that
*Abhidhamma did not exist in the
Buddha’s time’ seems to be enough,
it is needless to quote them here.

The commentaries and some
other literary sources clearly state
that all three Pitakas (baskets)
have been rehearsed in the first
and second Buddhist councils.

None of the texts has mentioned
that Abhidhamma Pitaka was

not rehearsed in those councils.
Those who are of the view that
Abhidhamma Was not been
rehearsed in those councils, have no
any substantial evidence to prove
their standpoint. The only factor
they can produce for their defence is
that the non-availability of the word
Abhidhamma’ in the ‘description
of councils’ of the Cullavagga Pali
texts. However the Cullavagga Pali
only has a very short description
about the council thus;

“Etenava upayena pancapi
nikaye pucci, puttho puttho ayasma
Anando visajjesi.”7

The above statement confirms
that the Abhidhamma Pitaka too
has been rehearsed in the same
council. The nikaya-wise or basket-
wise, the Abhidhamma Pitaka
belongs to the Khuddaka Nikaya.
Although the description about the
councils (Sangitinidanam) included
in Cullavagga doesn’t have the
word "Abhidhamma’, the following
verse can be seen at the end of the
Khandaka thus:

“Upali vinayam pucci -
suttattananda panditam

Pitakam tini samgitim - akamsu
jina savaka”

The above verse shows that
three baskets or pitakas have
been rehearsed at that time. If
the Abhidhamma Pitaka was not
rehearsed, what are the three
baskets of Dhamma mentioned in
this gatha? When they realise their
mistake, it is the way of the many to
sidestep the issue by saying ‘those
are later compilations’ and that’s all
they can do for that.

The Buddha’s teaching
expounded in the Abhidhamma
Pitaka are necessarily profound
by its very nature. Except the
Buddhas (the enlightened ones),
it is impossible for the average
men to differentiate and illustrate
the citta (mind) and Cetasika
dhammas (mental concomitants)
that are inseparably bound together
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and subject to arise and disappear
momentarily, again and again.
Therefore it is beyond belief that,
anyone other than a Buddha, would
compile the Abhidhamma Pitaka
and preach it to the world.

However, by any chance, if
someone could become successful
in compiling the Abhidhamma
Pitaka which contains profound
doctrinal teachings that are not
subject to the average man, it would
not be a simple thing, but a great
miracle indeed. There is no fair
reason for such a great man who did
such a mammoth task, to present
those compilations as a verbatim
teaching of the Buddha to the world
and keep his authorship concealed.

In the era when the Abhidhamma
Pitaka is said to have been
compiled, the books were not been
invented. The only means through
which the religious doctrines were
handed down to the next generation
was the oral tradition. Since the
Abhidhamma Pitaka has a fairly
lengthy content, it takes a long
time to a group of people to know
it by heart after listening to the
same. The untruth is there in the
world, but short-lived. Therefore it
is not possible a person to compile
the Abhidhamma Pitaka himself
and teach it to the world as the
verbatim doctrine of the Buddha
for a long time in a way so that
nobody would get to know the
secret. One fine day, the matter in
question will get revealed to the
world. Consequently, the monks
would not bother themselves to
learn that teaching any longer. It is a
serious offence for one to compose
some religious material by oneself
and present it to the world as the
verbatim teaching of the Buddha.
In other words, it is a historic
crime, if one were to compile a
large compendium of dharma like
Abhidhamma Pitaka by oneself
and to start proclaiming it to the
world as a verbatim teaching of the
Buddha. If someone had done such
a heinous crime,

.
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definitely no power could keep
it hidden so long. However the
people who claim that Abhidhamma
is not a verbatim teaching of the
Buddha, have not succeeded so far
in producing the so called ‘compiler
of the Abhidhamma Pitaka’ to
the world. It shows the sheer
baselessness of the statement that
urges 'Abhidhamma Pitaka is not a
verbatim teaching of the Buddha’.
If somebody wants to prove the
above unfounded statement, first of
all, he must produce the compiler of
the Abhidhamma Pitaka. Moreover
he should give out the reasons for
composing that dharma, claiming to
be the word of the Buddha.

If the monks who are said to
have learned Abhidhamma from the
initial compiler of the same, were to
hide the compiler’s true identity and
claim it as a verbatim teaching of
the Buddha, the compiler would not
only feel cheated, but also he would
surely claim it as a crime in a form
of being disloyal to a teacher. There
is no plausible reason to believe that
those monks had done such a crime
without any purpose.

Those who maintain that
Abhidhamma Pitaka was not
rehearsed in the first and second
Buddhist councils, do not hesitate
to admit that it has been rehearsed
in the third council. As mentioned
in the Vinaya commentaries, that
third council is said to have been
held with the participation of one
thousand arahants or enlightened
monks. Did those Arahants learn
Abhidhamma being taken in,
as the verbatim teaching of the
Buddha? or else did they rehearse
Abhidhamma as a verbatim
teaching of the Buddha with
the prior knowledge that it was
not originally expounded by the
Buddha? If it is not so, is the record
we find in the Vinaya commentary
a mere fabrication? If it is an
untruth, why did they include it in
the Vinaya commentary? Let us
make the people who assert that
'Abhidhamma is not a verbatim

S—_/
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teaching of the Buddha’ responsible
for answering the above questions
with all due respect.

DE Dayan Pasquel

B.A (Hons) BPU, M.A
(Buddhist Studies) PGIPBS, MPhil
student, Postgraduate Institute
of Pali and Buddhist studies,
University of Kelaniya
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Dr W,A. de Silva

Pioneer Agriculturist,
Patriot and Philanthropist |

T he year 2018 marks the
150th Birth Anniversary
of Dr W.A. de Silva,
Scholar, Writer, Philsopher,
Agriculturist, Educationalist,
Philanthropist, Statesman
and Patriot who played

a significant role in

the Political, Social,
Educational, Cultural and
Economic Spheres of Sri
Lanka in collaboration with
two other National Leaders
namely, Sir D.B. Jayatilaka
and F.R. Senanayake. Dr
W.A. de Silva received his
School Education initially at
Bouna Vista and Richmond
Colleges, Galle and
terminally at Royal College,
Colombo. Thereafter

he joined the School of
Agriculture, Peradeniya

for professional training.
While studying there, in
1891, he won a Government
Scholarship for a course of
studies in Veterinary Science
at Bombay Veterinary
College from where he
graduated as a Veterinary
Surgeon. On his return he
was appointed to the Staff of
the School of Agriculture and later
as Veterinary Surgeon of Colombo
Municipality. But Government
Service was not meant for a man
of his versatility and he soon
resigned. After his marriage with
the daughter of a Business Tycoon,
Mudaliyar Don Sri Chandrasekara,
he dedicated his wealth, time and
services to pursue his self-ordained

mission of service to his country,
people and religion.

Dr W.A. de Silva soon came
under the influence of Anagarika
Dharmapala and became a regular
contributor to the Journal Sarasavi
Sandaresa and later its Chief
Benefactor of the soon evinced
an interest in the education of
Buddhists and was appointed

as General Manager of
Buddhist Schools by B.T.S.
in 1905.

Without remaining
confined to office he visited
schools regularly and
maintained contact with the
Head Masters and Local
Managers. By this time
B.T.S. had been managing
185 schools over the island.
The year 1915 was a fateful
time for the Buddhist due to
the so-called “Riots”. The
very existence of Buddhist
Schools was threatened. Dr
de Silva shouldered the full
responsibility of maintaining
the stability of schools
numbering 250 devoting
maximum time and his
financial resources for their
maintenance. He became the
pioneer in the renaissance of
Buddhist Education raising
Ananda College of Colombo
and Dharmaraja of Kandy
to the level of Premier
Educational Institutions.
The network of Buddhist
Schools became the greatest
contribution to the National
movement of Sri Lanka.

In 1928 Dr de Silva was elected
as President of B.T.S. at a time
when it was faced with an economic
crisis. Undaunted he shouldered the
responsibility expending his own
resources. He continuted in this
position until the last days serving
the cause of Buddhist education
excelling the services of all other
leaders in the field.
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There was no field of Buddhist
activity in Sri Lanka that did not
benefit from his munificence and
rich experience. Colombo Y.M.B.A.
was a notable beneficiary. Being
closely associated with Sir D.B.
Jayatilaka who was President
he became the Vice President
of Y.M.B.A. and served in this
capacity for thirty years. He was a
founder member of the All Ceylon
Buddhist Congress and served
as President also. His esteem
as a Buddhist Leader earned
International recognition. In 1919
he was elected, as the first non-
European President of the Buddhist
Society of Great Britain and
Ireland.

Dr de Silva evinced great interest
in the upliftment of Sri Lanka
youth. He gave encouragement to
youth movements and inspired them
to lead the earnest path. Besides
Buddhist education, the temperance
movement which originated
during this period became a major
field of national political activity.
He entered this movement with
enthusiasm and was elected
President of the Total Abstinence
Union in 1912. In 1915 he too
was incarcerated along with all
other National Leaders who were
suspected for conspiracy.

This was a period of incipient
movement for political reforms.
Along with the newspaper
magnate Mr D.R. Wijewardene,
he became the Joint Secretary of
Ceylon Reform League in 1917.
They became the most dedicated
and unobtrusive leader of this
movement. This Organisation
paved the way for the formation
of the more dynamic political
movement of the time Ceylon
National Congress under the
guidance of Sir Ponnambalam
Arunachalam. While Sir
Ponnambalam became the first
President, Dr de Silva was elected
General Secretary. He was a
member of the delegation that
pressed the British Colonial Office

for political reforms. From 1924
to 1931, he served as a Member of
Legislative Council representing
backward Kandyan areas. In

the State Council set up under
Donoughmore Reforms he served
as the member for Moratuwa
Constituency from 1931 to 1942
and as Minister of Health from
1936 to 1942.

As Minister of Health he
formulated schemes for the
eradication of Malaria and to
strengthen Ayurveda System of
Medicine.

He was also an ardent patron
of the Co-operative Movement.
With his scientific background in
Agriculture he inaugurated a series
of measures for the improvement
of Agriculture in the Dry Zone. He
cleared large areas in the Dry Zone
and with improvement of Irrigation
facilities converted the Dry Zone to
a massive paddy producing area. He
gave necessary support to European
Planters to clear jungles in the hill
country and open tea plantations.
The fruits of Dr W.A. de Silva’s
efforts in the Dry Zone are now
seen in the smiling fields and farms
that abound in that region.

Although he occupied at his
residence the stately mansion
“Sravasthi”, he lived a simple

Ananda College, Colombo

life with his wife and entertained
friends lavishly. If one were to
epitomise his personality he was a
boundless philanthropist, simple,
charming, selfless and humble

in character. He was dauntless,
failures did not dampen him

nor flattery moved him. He was
deeply religious in his devotion

to Buddhism. He was a lover of
humanity, deeply principled and
clean in private and public life.

Dr de Silva was a prodigious
worker, and a devoted servant of
Sri Lanka. He was a great scholar,
steeped in the literature of the East
and West. He was a voracious
reader and a prolific writer who
contributed learned articles to
Journals. He compiled a catelogue
of palm-leaf manuscripts and
collection of folk songs of Ceylon.
He was a versatile character in
the true sense of the word. May
the fragrance of his life enrich the
lives of future generations and
his devotion and selfless service
inspire succeeding generations to
purposeful patriotic service.

{A summarised vesion of

a tribute compiled by the late
Sir Senerath Gunawardhana
published in “The Buddhist “
(1981/1982)}
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Dr. Nimal S Sedere, Chief Guest of the “Light of
Asia” Prize Giving ceremony awards the DNW
de Silva Challenge Trophy to the overall winner in
2018, master Tevindu kennula Kandanarachchie
a student of Dharmayathanaya Dhamma School,
Mt. Lavinia. Secretary of the English Literature
Committee and member of the Board of
Management Mr. Lakshman Perera PC is also in
the picture.
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A section of the gathering at the
“Light of Asia” Prize Giving held
on 22nd September 2018 at the
Main Hall of YMBA Borella. In
front row from Right Dr. Nimal
S Sedere, Vice Chancellor of
SIBA at Pallekele the Chief
Guest (Extreme Right) Vice
Presidents, Ms. Maddumage
Ariyaratne, Anura Serasingha,
Major. WM Weerasooriya,
Members of the Board of
Management Mr. Sunil S
Sirisena, Mr. Lakshman Perera
P.C., Secretary of the English
Literature Committee and Mr.
Padmasiri Ranawakaarachchi,
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Dr. Praneeth Abeyasundara, Senior Lecturer

in the Department of Social Science of Sri
Jayawardhanapura University who graced Prize
giving Ceremony of Gadya, Padya, recitation, oral
test and Art as the Chief Guest is seen addressing
the Audience, at the Prize Giving held on 29th
September 2018.
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Mr. Anura Serasinghe, Vice President of
the Association who declared open the
selected creations of Art, exhibited at the
Main Hall, seen admires the exhibits with
Mr. Sunil S Sirisena, Secretary of the
Sinhala Literature Committee and Member
of the Board of Management, Major JMP
Jayasinghe, AGM (Administration) and
other Participants of event.
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Miss. M Himansa Savindi of Sri Sangamitta Dhamma
School at Akuressa, who won the First place in
Gadya/Padya Senior Division and adjudged as the
Most outstanding student in the event, receiving
the Trophy presented by “Budusarana” News paper
from the Chief Guest Dr. Praneeth Abeyasundara.
Mrs. Ramani Subasinghe, Editor of “Budusarana”,
Mr. Seesara Sudusinghe, “Budusarana” Consultant,
and Mr. Sunil S Sirisena, Secretary of the Sinhala
Literature Committee (Partly covered) are also in the
picture.




A notion is prevalent amongst
some sections of society
that Buddhism as a Philosophy
promulgates only a way of realizing
the ultimate deliverance in the
present or a future birth. They
further express the view that
Buddhism offers no guideline to
understand the political economic
or social realities of the society.
Their perception is that Buddhism
offers only a system of moral
practice for renunciation for
those individuals who are either
disgusted or disillusioned with
Sansaric existence. They offer
as an illustration of this reality
the act of Bodhisatva Siddhartha
renouncing the royal splendor that
he was entitled to inherit from
royal parentage and choosing a
life of continence and austerity.
But in actual fact these viewpoints
are based on observations of only
one facet and do not represent the
entirety of Buddhist thought.
Buddhism cautions those who
have renounced worldly life to
keep aloof from getting involved in

political and economic activities.
But it has to be recognized that
Buddhism is not exclusively a
religious philosophy addressed

to renunciates. Buddhism offers
instead a political philosophy that
is applicable to all four segments
of the society- namely Bhikkhus,
Bhukkhunis, Lay Devotees male
and Lay devotees female.

For understanding correctly the
Political Philosophy of Buddhism
a Knowledge of the political
background of India of the day is
useful and helpful. No Philosophy
originates as an evolution totally
detached from the contemporary
social structure. While deriving
inspiration from the refinements
of the contemporary society it
would redeem its weaknesses.
Since Buddhism is no exception to
this general rule it is useful to be
equipped with knowledge of the
prevailing political climate of India
of the day.

They were two prominent
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political models at the time, namely:

(a) Monarchism and

(b) Republicanism

Buddhist texts mention Sixteen
Prominent states (Solasa Maha
Janapada) that existed in India at the
time of the Buddha. Of these, the
States of Magadha, Kosala, Vatsa
and Avanthi were politically

superior.

There was a struggle for power
among the states at the time of
the Buddha, which ultimately got
reduced to a Power Struggle among
the Four Major States which too
vanished with emerging of Maurya
Kingdom as a Super Power. But the
dual struggle between Monarchism
and Republicanism remained
lurking in the background.

The Power Struggle among the
states generated a deterioration in
political morality which eventually
provoked a breakdown in personal
morality amongst rulers. Ajatasatta
even resorted to patricide to achieve
his political ambitions.
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The power of Monarchies
progressively increased while that
of republics declined. Eventually
Monarchism emerged victorious
totally Submerging Republicanism
in the Power Struggle.

The ideal political concept
that prevailed in the society
contemporary with the Buddha was
the Cakkavatti Monarchy which
subsisted on a People - Friendly
Political Ideology. The model
Political Mechanism promulgated
by the Buddha was one based
on the Ten Principles of Good
Governance (Dasa Raja Dhamma)
for rulers to observe. Regarding
the two prominent political
mechanisms of the day Monarchism
and Republicanism Buddha did not
make any assessment of relative
merits. Hence Suttas include
particulars of both systems with
equal emphasis.

Agganna Sutta (D.N)
presents some aspects of
political philosophy which
contradict the Brahmanic
theories of the origin of
Kingship and Functions of
Government.

Brahmanic view, in
brief, was that the state is
a Creation of God. Hence
the duties and functions of
Kings are determined by
God. King’s main duty was
to wage war. People have
no duties of State. Buddha
presents the Buddhist theory
of the origin of state in order
to contradict the Brahmanic
view. Buddhism teaches
that the state originated
as a corollary of the
human frailties of avarice
and tendency to crime.
Hence the people elected,
with a unanimous vote,

a physically presentable,
strong and sturdy, individual
with a dignified personality
as their King and Ruler. The
people gave him power to
disgrace those who deserve

to be disgraced, warn those who

deserve warning and to banish from

the country those who deserve

to be banished. These principles
presented a scenario clearly in
contradistinction to the Brahmanic
view point.

The following summaries
illustrate these distinctions clearly:

(1) According to Brahmanic
view state came into existence
specifically to wage war. Buddhist
theory was that the function of
the state is to suppress crime and
protect the rights and freedom of
the citizens.

(2) The Brahmanic view
point decrees that the primary
duty of Kings was war for world
conquest. Buddhism counsels that
the King’s primary duty is peaceful
maintenance of the state.

(3) Brahmanic theory of the
foundation of Royal power was

to wage war. People have
no duties of State. Buddha

theory of the origin of state
in order to contradict the

caste system decreed in religious
texts. The Buddhist Theory was
that the origination of Kingship was
determined by practical necessity.
(4) Brahmanic view of the
source of Royal power was God’s

Brahmanic view, in brief,
was that the state is a
Creation of God. Hence
the duties and functions of
Kings are determined by
God. King’s main duty was

presents the Buddhist

Brahmanic view.

bestowal while Buddhism
shows how the first king
was enthroned by popular
franchise.

Buddhism clearly
supports popular
democratic principles
rejecting autocracy.
Buddhist Kings were
benevolent Monarchs
who protected peoples’
lives and rights even
better than Republican
rulers. Kingship was not
exclusively hereditary.
According of to Cakkavatti
Ideal, the Wheel, the
Symbol of power,
displaces itself when the
ruling Monarch fails in his
primary duties.

(An extract from
Y.M.B.A. Text Book - 6
Guide to the Study of
Theravada Buddhism)
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THE PRIZE AWARDING CEREMONY OF LIGHT OF
ASIA 2018 AND DHAMMA ABHIDHAMMA ENGLISH
EXAMINATION

The Light of Asia oratory contest, which
is held annually for several years, was held
this year on 22nd September 2018 at the Main
Hall of the Colombo YMBA at Borella. Over
1500 students in the age group of 9-21 from
English medium Dhamma Schools and
International Schools participated this year.
The Association made arrangements to conduct
preliminary contests in the provincial areas,
with the assistance of eminent panel of Judges
and awarded certificates and prizes to the
winners in each group. Dr. Nimal S.Sedere, Vice
Chancellor of Sri Lanka International Buddhist-
Institute of Pallekelle graced the occasion as the
Chief Guest.

Association at Borella.

awarding ceremony.

PRIZE AWARDING CEREMONY OF ANNUAL GADYA,
PADYA ORATION, ESSAY, ART AND ORATORY
COMPETITION

The Annual island wide Gadya, Padya, Essay, Art and Oratory contest — conducted by the Sinhala
Literary Committee of the Association was held on 29th September 2018 at the Main Hall of the

The Chief Guest at the ceremony was Dr. Praneeth Abeysundera, Senior Lecturer in the Faculty of
Social Science at Sri Jayawardenapura University. The finalists selected from the preliminary rounds held

at the Centres of each District were called to Colombo and awarded certificates and prizes at the prize

100 selected creations of Art were exhibited at the Association’s Main Hall on the day of the ceremony.

Overall winner at the Grand final contest was
Master Tevindu Kennula Kandanaarachchi of
Dharmayathana Dhamma school at Mt. Lavinia.
He was awarded the D.N.W. de Silva Challenge
Trophy along with a cash prize of Rs. 25,000/-.

Distribution of Certificates to the best
performers of Dhamma Abhidhamma English
Examination was held simultaneously
with the “Light of Asia” programme. Siri
Wimalasiri English medium Dhamma School at
Polpitimukalana in Kandana was adjudged the
best local Dhamma School while Sri Mangala
Vihara Dhamma School,Singapore was adjudged
as the best — Foreign Dhamma School.



ONE DAY WORKSHOP FOR DHAMMA SCHOOL
TEACHERS, LEADERSHIP TRAINING FOR STUDENTS
AND AWARENESS PROGRAMME FOR DHAMMA
STUDENTS’ PARENTS

The above one day workshop of the Association was held on 07th October 2018 at the Munindraramaya
at Chilaw. 161 students, 106 teachers and 22 parents participated in this programme, conducted with the
assistance of Sasanarakshaka Mandalaya and Divisional Secretariat of Chilaw. A health camp for elders in the
area was also held in conjunction with the “Help Age” and over 100 elders were benifited.
Under the scheme of Dhamma School Development, Sri Siduhath Dhamma School of
Manuwangama and Sri Dhammarathana Dhamma School of Kanjukkuliya Mungunuwatawana were donated
Rs.100,000/- each on this day.

The Holy Triple Gem

Friends may from us like shadows glide
And foes ruin us by stratagem;

Yet shall we find a friend and guide,

In Thee, O, Holy Triple Gem!

What though we may forsaken be,
Yet we'll the tide of evil stem,
And e’er from enmity be free .

Through Thee, O Holy Triple Gem! %9‘/'

Who brings us freedom, rest and peace
Dearer than heavens’ bright diadem,
And joys that never, never cease?

Tis Thou, O Holy Triple Gem!

Of justice, self-culture and love
The world’'s most noble pure emblefr;:
The stay of men and gods above .
Art Thou, O Holy Triple Gem!

And 1hey shall see their joys increase
And ne’er shall know grlef pain an
Who look for comfort, joy and peace
To Thee, O Holy Triple Gem!

Henrietta B. Gunetilleke
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